










SARA DENISE GUILLERMO, MSW
, MARTINEZ, CA 94553

EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT
Accomplished and results-oriented executive leader with a proven track record of growing national organizations in the
nonprofit sector. Ability to successfully manage programming, operations and financial oversight. Experience building
inclusive cross-functioning team environments utilizing strong interpersonal skills. Excel in dynamic, demanding,
fast-paced environments while remaining focused and pragmatic.

Core Competencies

● Strategic Planning

● Program Development,
Oversight and Growth

● Operations

● Leadership and
Management

● External Relations and
Policy

● Fund Development

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
IGNITE, Oakland, CA
June 2021 - Present: CEO
Provide operational and programmatic oversight to IGNITE’s daily operations and national strategy. Raise resources for
organizational operations. Lead national strategic vision and plan for the organization. Supervise senior leadership team
and Board of Directors.
June 2020 – May 2021: Executive Director
July 2016 – May 2020: Chief Program Officer
July 2015 -June 2016: CA State Director
Accomplishments

● Co-designed and led a strategic plan to grow IGNITE from a state-based program that served 1,000 young women
to a nationally recognized organization that is annually training 10,000 young women in 36 states to run for office
in their communities.

● Secured over $12,000,000+ in funding from individuals, foundation and corporate partners, including Ford
Foundation, Schusterman Family Foundation, Mackenzie Scott, Pivotal Ventures, New York Women’s Foundation,
California Endowment, Facebook, Glossier, GAP, and Levi Strauss Foundation.

● Designed, executed and scaled a national fellowship program that has trained over 100+ Fellows.
● Designed a high school curriculum license model to offer the IGNITE programming to educators across the

country.
● Partnered with high profile organizations and elected leaders to design and host hundreds of virtual and in

person political mobilization events, day long political leadership conferences and multi-day legislative advocacy
trips.

● Coached and developed emerging leaders to contribute to the design and execution of IGNITE’s programs
annually.

Aspire Public Schools, Lionel Wilson College Preparatory Academy, Oakland, CA
July 2012 – July 2015: Wrap-Around Programs Director
Oversaw school wide operations and administration. Managed $1.5 million dollar school site budget. Provided
cross-functional supervision: directly supervised two Program Managers and general oversight of 30 employees.
August 2011 – June 2012: Assistant Director
August 2009 – July 2011: After-School Lead Educator
Accomplishments

● Designed and executed regular training for 30+ educators annually on socio-emotional and academic tracking
curriculum that reached over 500+ underserved 6th-12th grade students.

● Designed 10+ innovative programs focusing on youth leadership, service-learning and mentorship that were
delivered to 150+ students daily.



● Cultivated and secured key partnerships including: Peer Health Exchange, College Summit, BUILD, IGNITE, Bay
Area Urban Debate League, Global Glimpse, UC Berkeley Robotics Program, Citizen Schools.

● Collaborated with administration, educators and school staff to write the Western Association of Schools &
Colleges accreditation report.

● Mentored and coached 50+ part-time and full-time employees, volunteers and interns.

buildOn (formerly Building with Books), San Francisco, CA
August 2008 – July 2010: Program and Youth Advisory Council Coordinator
Cultivated over 30 government, school and community partnerships for service learning after-school programs.
Accomplishments

● Designed, facilitated, and evaluated regional community service projects, summer leadership and internship
programs that served over 300 youth.

● Designed and executed a student leadership advisory group.
● Conducted intern orientations and training; provided supervision for program intern.

Building Bridges (formerly Seeking Common Ground), Denver, CO
August 2008 – June 2009: United States Follow-Up Program Coordinator
Designed an interactive youth development curriculum for a national program.
August 2007 – July 2008: Programs Intern
Accomplishments

● Developed, facilitated and evaluated objective-driven yearlong leadership development program with youth ages
16 to 19 from across the United States.

● Cultivated strong community relationships to coordinate host-family placements for summer program
participants.

● Wrote and secured $50,000 in grants
EDUCATION

Masters of Social Work, June 2008
University of Denver; Denver, Colorado
Concentration in Leadership, Program Development & Community Organizing

Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, June 2006
University of California, Santa Cruz; Santa Cruz, California
Minor in Legal Studies; Service Learning in Costa Rica, Summer 2005

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
Board Member, June 2023 - Present
Battery Powered

Concord & Pleasant Hill District Grant Committee Member, September 2017 – June 2021
City of Concord

Mentor, May 2017 – June 2021
East Bay Community Foundation

Advisory Council, September 2020 – Present
The Breasties

MEDIA & SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT
Highlights

Arizona’s Outrageous Abortion Rollbacks Will Backfire in November, DC Journal, April 2024
Candidates must close enthusiasm gap with young voters, Las Vegas Sun, March 2024
Abortion is the way 2024 candidates need to engage gen z, Newsweek, January 2024
Women Running for Office Have to Worry About One More Thing: Their Phones, New York Times, November 2019




