CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
Notice of Exemption

To: [XI  Office of Planning and Research From: Contra Costa County
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 Department of Conservation and
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Development
30 Muir Road

Martinez, CA 94553
XI  County Clerk, County of Contra Costa

Project Title: Morgan Territory Road Bridges 5.0 & 5.2 Replacement, Project #: W0O4160, CP#: 23-08

Project Applicant: Contra Costa County Public Works Dept., 255 Glacier Drive, Martinez CA 94553
Main: (925) 313-2000, Contact: Alex Nattkemper, (925) 313-2364

Project Location: Morgan Territory Road, Clayton area, Contra Costa County, 5 miles south of Marsh
Creek Road, APNs: 080-080-002, 080-080-004, 080-100-005, 080-100-008

Lead Agency: Department of Conservation and Development, 30 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 94553
Main: (925) 655-2705, Contact: Syd Sotoodeh (925) 655-2877

Project Description: The purpose of the project is to replace two existing bridges on Morgan Territory
Road over Marsh Creek located at postmiles 5.0 and 5.2. Prior to demolishing the existing bridges,
temporary detour roads and water diversion systems will be constructed at both bridge replacement
locations. The detour roads will divert traffic around the closed bridges during construction. Following
construction of each bridge, the detour roads and water diversion system will be removed. Both
replacement bridges will be clear span, one lane with shoulders supported by reinforced concrete pile
abutments and wingwalls; concrete barrier rails and metal guard railings at the bridge approaches will
be installed, and adjacent drainage improvements, including new drainage inlets, cross culverts, and
grading to reestablish roadside drainage ditches. Construction depth will vary among project elements;
the maximum depth will be approximately 25 feet for installation of the abutment piles. The profile grade
of the roadway and bridges will be raised, and the lengths of both bridges will increase to meet hydraulic
requirements for the 100-year storm event and restore the natural width of the channel under the bridges;
riprap will be placed in the creek at both bridge locations and at four (4) outfall locations within the project
area to prevent future scour and continued degradation of the creek. Utility relocations are anticipated at
both bridge locations. Staging will occur on previously disturbed areas near the project. Vegetation
trimming and removal, including removal of approximately six (6) trees (California sycamore, California
bay, coast live oak), and work within the driplines of approximately twenty-two (22) trees (California
sycamore, California bay, coast live oak, valley oak, big leaf maple) located outside of County right-of-
way, some of which will need to be trimmed, are necessary to accommodate construction activities.
Temporarily impacted areas will be restored by hydroseeding with native plants. The project is a covered
activity under the East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation
Plan and therefore will comply with applicable requirements to minimize impacts to covered species and
their habitats, such as preconstruction nesting bird surveys. Other applicable regulatory permits for
impacts to the creek will be obtained before construction. Real property transactions, including right-of-
way acquisitions and temporary construction easements, will be necessary in support of the project.
Work will take place during the dry season and is anticipated to be completed in approximately 120
working days, which may take up to two years to complete. Emergency vehicles will have access at all
times.

Exempt Status:

[ ] Ministerial Project (Sec. 21080[b][1]; 15268) [X] Categorical Exemption (Sec. 15301[c], 15301[d]
15301(f), 15302[c])

[ 1 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080[b][3]; 15269[a]) [ 1 General Rule of Applicability (Sec. 15061[b][3])
[ ] Emergency Project (Sec. 21080[b][4]; 15269[b][c]) [] Other Statutory Exemption (Sec. )

Reasons why project is exempt: The project consists of replacement of existing bridges that will have
no expansion of capacity or use, will be located on the same site as the bridges replaced, and will include
the use of safety protection devices during construction such as temporary detour roads and water
diversion systems, pursuant to Article 19, Section 15301(c), 15301(d), 15301(f), and 15302(c) of the
CEQA Statute and Guidelines.
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If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the [ Yes (] No
project?

Signature: QWLSW\- Date: 08/23/2023 Title:  Senior Planner
A

Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development

X Signed by Lead Agency [ Signed by Applicant

AFFIDAVIT OF FILING AND POSTING

| declare that on | received and posted this notice as required by
California Public Resources Code Section 21152(c). Said notice will remain posted for 30
days from the filing date.

Signature Title
Applicant Department of Fish and Wildlife Fees Due
Public Works Department [ ] De Minimis Finding - $0
255 Glacier Drive X] County Clerk - $50
Martinez, CA 94553 X Conservation and Development - $25

Attn: Alex Nattkemper ¥
Environmental Services Division
Phone: (925) 313-2364

Total Due: $75 Receipt #:
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