
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

AGENDA 

Integrated Pest Management Advisory 
Committee

2380 Bisso Lane, Concord 
11780 San Pablo Ave., 

Suite D, El Cerrito 
https://zoom.us/j/97982014544

Call in: (669) 900-6833 
Meeting ID: 97982014544

10:00 AMThursday, March 12, 2026

IPM & Nature-Based Climate Solutions (NbS) Subcommittee

Susanna Thompson (Committee Chair)
Tommy Fenster (Subcommittee Chair)

Agenda Items may be taken out of order at the discretion of the Chair

1. Convene and introductions

2. Public comment on items not on this agenda (speakers will be limited to three minutes unless 
otherwise indicated by the Chair)

3. CONSIDER approval of the June 17, 2025 IPM & Nature-Based Climate 
Solutions Subcommittee meeting minutes.

26-918

3.1_ June 17 2025 NBS IPM Minutes_DRAFT
3.2_Handout of sample of County sites for potential NbS practices

Attachments:

4. DISCUSS land-management practices whose co-benefits are relevant to IPM and 
nature-based climate solutions (NbS) and RECOMMEND applicable areas of 
focus.

26-919

4.1_CAAP pgs 108-110
4.2_CAAP pgs 127-128
4.3_CAAP pgs 131-132
4.4_CAAP pgs 135-137
4.5_CAAP pgs 140-141
4.6_HLHP Actions
4.7_HLHP CoBenefits

Attachments:
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Integrated Pest Management 
Advisory Committee

AGENDA March 12, 2026

5. PLAN the dates and agendas for future meetings.

Adjourn

The Committee will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities planning to attend 
the Committee meetings. Contact the staff person listed below at least 72 hours before the meeting. Any 
disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed 
by the County to a majority of members of the Committee less than 96 hours prior to that meeting are 
available for public inspection at 2380 Bisso Lane, Concord, CA 94520, during normal business hours. 
Staff reports related to items on the agenda are also accessible online at www.contracosta.ca.gov. If the 
Zoom connection malfunctions for any reason, the meeting may be paused while a fix is attempted. If 
the connection is not reestablished, the committee will continue the meeting in person without remote 
access. Public comment may be submitted via electronic mail on agenda items at least one full work day 
prior to the published meeting time.

For additional information, contact Wade.Finlinson@cchealth.org or 925.490.3428
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 26-918 Agenda Date: 3/12/2026 Agenda #: 3.

Advisory Board: Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Advisory Committee-IPM & Nature-Based Climate
Solutions (NBS) Subcommittee
Subject:  3. CONSIDER approval of the June 17, 2025 IPM & NbS Subcommittee meeting minutes.
Presenter: Wade Finlinson
Contact: 925.490.3428

Information:
County Ordinance (Better Government Ordinance 95-6, Article 25-205, [d]) requires that each County Body
keep a record of its meetings.  Though the record need not be verbatim, it must accurately record the
Committee’s official decisions and actions.  Minutes should include a brief description of any motion
considered (whether or not it is approved), and must record the vote taken on the motion.  Votes must be
recorded in the minutes using the format required in California law.

Referral History and Update:
The draft minutes for the June 17, 2025 meeting of the IPM & NbS Subcommittee are included in this agenda
packet.

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
Staff recommends approval of the June 17, 2025 minutes with any necessary corrections.
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Members Present: Tommy Fenster (Chair), Susanna Thompson, Jutta Burger, Lindsay Neuner 

Members Absent: None 

1. Convene and introductions
Meeting convened at 10:33 AM.

2. Public comment on items not on this agenda
None

3. DISCUSS land-management practices whose co-benefits are relevant to IPM and nature-
based climate solutions and DETERMINE areas of focus for this subcommittee.
This item was introduced by the IPM Coordinator by giving an overview of the materials included in
the agenda packet. He also provided a handout that gave a sampling of County-managed
properties that may be suitable for potential pilot activities that include nature-based climate
solutions (NBS) and IPM strategies.  Subcommittee members made the following observations:

• The southern portion of the West County Detention Facility parcel would benefit from
restoration planting, increasing tree canopy, planting a shaded fuel break and incorporating
other strategies to protect against wildfires. Selling or leasing this segment of the parcel for
food production or adjacent park operations was also discussed.

• A question was raised regarding the existence of a policy or practices regarding the
sourcing, generation, and utilization of green waste materials relevant to maintenance
activities.  Additional comments encouraged the inclusion of wildfire mitigation
considerations when reviewing these programs.

• A suggestion was made to consider inviting a representative from East Bay Regional Parks
to present on their biochar program.

• Many sites are suitable for grazing and are adjacent to other large parcels.  Landowners
who jointly procure targeted grazing services tend to reduce costs correlative to the
reduction in the need to transport herds.

• A subcommittee member noted that cattle grazed the Marsh Creek Detention Facility site
until 2017.  In 2018, the Marsh Fire started on the property near the road and spread to
Morgan Territory.  Because there was no grazing on that portion, there was a significant
buildup of dried annual vegetation that caused the fire to spread quickly. There has been
limited goat grazing near the range in the last few years.

• Grazing goals for near the range should remove all residual dry matter.  The goals for
grazing the upland portions of the site could be more comprehensive based on site
priorities.

DRAFT Minutes 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY NATURE-BASED 
CLIMATE SOLUTIONS & INTEGRATED PEST  
MANAGEMENT (NBS & IPM) SUBCOMMITTEE 
A subcommittee of the IPM Advisory Committee 

June 17, 2025  
10:30 AM 

Held at the Hazardous Materials Programs office at 
4585 Pacheco Blvd in Martinez and Supervisor Gioia’s Office in 

El Cerrito 
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2  DRAFT NbS Subcommittee Minutes 
  June 17, 2025 
 

• If any sites are selected for pilot projects, specific management goals should be prioritized. 
• Funding sources such as carbon markets and the California Department of Food and 

Agriculture should be reviewed. 
• Many sites may be suitable for small-scale pilots.   
• The subcommittee discussed the benefits and concerns relating to compost application on 

rangelands along with current research in the Bay Area. 
• Wildlife Conservation Board, and state Coastal Conservancy could potentially fund these 

types of efforts, but projects essentially need to be shovel-ready and permitted in order to 
move forward. Additional funding sources could include the National Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the 
California Department of Food and Agriculture’s (CDFA) Healthy Soils Program. 

• Next steps include prioritizing sites, developing goals, and determining strategic 
approaches. 

• Many sites would benefit from greater community engagement and seeking areas where 
the goals of the County align with the goals of community-based organizations. 

• Organic turf management programs should be considered, but some communities may 
require additional outreach to ensure a successful rollout. 

• It will be important to articulate as many of the co-benefits of potential projects as proposals 
are developed.  Also need to find sample photos of the desired condition. 

• Additional considerations may include social equity, geographic location, placement on 
impacted communities, and fire-prone areas. 

• What outreach opportunities would add the greatest value to the prioritized pilots. 
 
Public Speakers: None 
 

4. REVIEW the grazing decision tree and ADVISE staff on possible revisions 
This item was tabled due to insufficient time. 
 

5. PLAN the dates and agenda items of future meetings 
This item was tabled due to insufficient time. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 12:25 PM. 

Attachments:  
                 

Handout of slides depicting a sampling of sites that may be suitable for NbS pilots 
 

 

—end of meeting minutes— 
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Integrated Pest Management Advisory Committee (IPMAC)
IPM & Nature-Based Climate Solutions Subcommittee

June 17, 2025

Potential pilot sites for nature-based solutions

West Co. Detention Facility Summit Center

Kubicek Basin/Northgate

Byron Airport

Montalvin & Montara Bay Parks

Livorna Park

Marsh Creek Range

CCRMC

Zone 22-Parcel A

Trembath Basin

1

2

6
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West County Detention Facility

• 8.7 acres

Montalvin & Montara Bay Parks

• 12.5 acres

3

4

7
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Contra Costa Regional Medical Center

• 5 acres

Summit Center

• 13.4  acres (vacant parcel)

5

6

8
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Zone 22 Parcel A

• 7.5 acres

Trembath Basin

• 13 acres

7

8

9
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Livorna Park

• 4.4  acres

Photo by Jose Carlos Fajardo, East Bay Times

Kubicek Basin

• 85  acres

9

10

10
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Marsh Creek Range and Detention Facility

• 149 acres

Byron Airport

• 1,420 acres

11

12

11
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West Co. Detention Facility Summit Center

Kubicek Basin/Northgate

Byron Airport

Montalvin & Montara Bay Parks

Livorna Park

Marsh Creek Range

CCRMC

Zone 22-Parcel A

Trembath Basin

13
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 26-919 Agenda Date: 3/12/2026 Agenda #: 4.

Advisory Board: Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Advisory Committee-IPM & Nature-Based Climate
Solutions (NBS) Subcommittee
Subject:  4. DISCUSS land-management practices whose co-benefits are relevant to IPM and nature-based
climate solutions (NbS) and RECOMMEND applicable areas of focus.
Presenter: Wade Finlinson
Contact: 925.490.3428

Information:
The bylaws of the Integrated Pest Management Advisory Committee (IPMAC) allow the formation of
subcommittees to research and explore specific issues within the purview of the Committee.  The first goal of
the County IPM Policy is to “Minimize risks and maximize benefits to the general public, staff and the
environment as a result of pest control activities conducted by County staff and contractors.”

Referral History and Update:
IPMAC convened an ad hoc subcommittee to focus on the potential implementation of NBS on County
properties in June 2025.  During that meeting, various sites and NbS strategies were discussed.

Over the last several years, the County has adopted key guiding documents that help to illuminate potential
pathways forward.  Those include Healthy Lands, Healthy People: A Carbon Sequestration Feasibility Study
(HLHP) and the 2024 update of the Contra Costa County Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP).
Applicable excerpts from the CAAP and HLHP are attached.  Another robust resource on this topic at the
statewide scale includes California’s NBS Climate Targets.

Each document is vastly broader than land management practices on County property.  However, elements of
each Contra Costa-specific plan help clarify a starting point that is rooted in Board-approved priorities.  Some
initial considerations that may help generate the discussion include the following actions from CAAP and
HLHP:

· NI-4 (CAAP): Sequester carbon on natural and working lands.  Examples: compost application, biochar
application, prescribed grazing, tree planting, maintenance of trees, wetland restoration.

· NI-2 (CAAP): Protect against and adapt to increases in the frequency and intensity of wildfires.
Examples: prescribed fire, maintenance of fire breaks and defensible space, vegetation clearance.

· NI-5 (CAAP): Minimize heat island effects through green infrastructure, tree canopy, etc. Examples:
Establish shaded fuel breaks, increase tree planting and maintenance, preserve green stormwater
infrastructure, support development of Urban Forest Management Plan (coming soon).

· CE-1 (CAAP): Access to green jobs. Examples: partner with local conservation entities and jobs
training programs to supplement land management activities.

· CE-3 (CAAP): Increase access to parks and open space.  Examples: explore conservation easements on

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY Printed on 3/6/2026Page 1 of 2
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File #: 26-919 Agenda Date: 3/12/2026 Agenda #: 4.

underutilized open space, increase tree canopy on County properties.

· CE-4 (CAAP): Access to affordable, local fresh food. Examples: explore feasibility of leasing or selling
underutilized open space parcels for urban agricultural production.

· HLHP Action 1.8: Explore potential equipment sharing arrangements between County departments and
partner agencies.  The acquisition of seeders, compost spreaders, and similarly specialized equipment
may be more likely if jointly procured.

· HLHP Action 2.4: Establish a proactive practice of compost application and overseeding of desirable
species on burn scars on County property.

· HLHP Action 3.4: Implement shaded fuel breaks

· HLHP Measure 4: Support the implementation of upcoming efforts to protect and enhance the urban
forest on County properties.

· The HLHP also lists the top five sequestration activities.  Compost application (#1), urban forestry (#3),
and riparian forest buffer (#5) are applicable to some types of County-owned property, while the others
on the list are more specific to agricultural systems.

The above list is a sample of what practices may be relevant to the current pursuit, but is not exhaustive.
Exploration of other practices not listed may be worthwhile.

The IPM Coordinator will provide further analysis of potential pilot projects that pair IPM practices and NbS
with certain land types.  This overview is not intended to be prescriptive.  Any proposed action on County
property will require extensive coordination between stakeholders.  Each location varies widely and applicable
site managers would make the final determination on whether any recommendations are implemented.  This
represents a disclaimer that site-specific discussions are conceptual at this point and are intended to promote
innovative evaluation of practices that enhance stewardship of community resources.

<https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/79768/Healthy-Lands-Healthy-People-Final-Report>

<https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/84967/Contra-Costa-County-2024-Climate-Action-
and-Adaptation-Plan-PDF?bidId=>

<https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Expanding-Nature-Based-
Solutions/Californias-NBS-Climate-Targets-2024.pdf>

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
Staff recommends engaging in a discussion of these and related practices and advising on goals, priorities, and
broader strategy of the items discussed.
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