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‘Risky behaviors,’ urban design drive surging injuries from electric bikes, scooters

BY SAUL ELBEIN - 07/23/2410:10 AMET
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FILE — A delivery worker rides a motorized bicycle, July 25, 2023, in New York. On Monday, Nov. 13, New York City officials said
that retailers and food delivery companies must do more to halt the proliferation of unsafe e-bike and e-scooter batteries after
a fire blamed on an electric scooter’s lithium ion battery killed three people over the weekend. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)

The rising use of small electric vehicles such as e-bikes and scooters is driving a dramatic
increase in injuries, a new study has found.

Between 2017 and 2022, injuries of riders on e-bikes rose thirtyfold, and riders of scooters
increased by a factor of seven, according to a study in JAMA Open.
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That study bills itself as the first inquiry into injuries from “micromobility” solutions, whose use
has increased by a factor even greater than the number of injuries.

In a sense, the injuries are one reflection of a positive trend: The use of e-bikes and scooters
increased by 50 times between 2017 and 2022. The small vehicles offer a potent set of
advantages: They are fast — with speeds up to 28 mph — relatively low-cost and easy to
access through integrations with common rideshare platforms such as Lyft.
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The electric assist also makes them more convenient for older riders, the study noted.

But the study suggests this ease of access also means that people treat e-bikes and e-
scooters more casually than they would more conventional forms of transit.

Riders of e-bikes and scooters tended to be older and were more likely than users of
conventional devices to ride while intoxicated or without a helmet, researchers found.
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The median injured e-biker was 39, while the average age of injury for a conventional cyclist
was 30.

For scooters, where the nonpowered varieties are largely used by children, the disparity was
even more stark: The average injured e-scooter rider was 30 years old, compared to 11 for the
average injured rider of a manual scooter.

These injuries are not entirely the fault of riders, researchers noted. With American
downtowns historically oriented around cars, the built environment often makes it difficult to
use bikes and scooters safely.
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And because these devices are so new, they don’t benefit from the same culture of riding that
helps keep cyclists safe, a 2022 study found.

“E-Scooters are not necessarily more dangerous than bicycles, but they are often perceived as
such, possibly because of their unfamiliarity and the behavior of their riders,” said Marco
Dozza of Sweden’s Chalmers University of Technology, a lead author of that 2022 paper.

TAGS

Copyright 2024 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

SPONSORED CONTENT CCPA Notice

Privacy Policy

Three Byron Banks Are Paying Record High Interest Rates - See the List

Savings Pro | search ads | Sponsored

Reviewing the Best Blood Pressure Monitors of 2024

DocReviews | Sponsored

Two Byron Banks Paying All Time High Interest Rates - See the List

Savings Pro | search ads | Sponsored

Amazon's Worst Nightmare: Thousands Canceling Prime for This Clever Hack (It's

Unbelievable)
Online Shopping Tools | Sponsored

Amazon's Worst Nightmare: Thousands Canceling Prime for This Clever Hack
Online Shopping Tools | Sponsored

See Why Seniors Are Switching To These SUVs (The Prices Might Surprise You)

Frequent Searches | Sponsored

Neuropaty is not from Low vitamin B (Meet the Real Enemy)

Neuro Reports | Sponsored



