
A vacant lot on Highway 4, Rodeo 
APN: 358-040-013

Case File: BIRG20-00435
Title 8



Department of Conservation and Development 

County Zoning Administrator 

Monday, December 2 – 1:30 p.m.    

STAFF REPORT   Agenda Item #  

Project Title: NOTICE OF FINE APPEAL HEARING   

County File:  BIRG20-00435   

Owners:  RODRIGUEZ, BRENDA VERA   

Zoning:  A-4   

Site Address: 0 HIGHWAY 4, RODEO, CA   

Parcel Number(s): 358040013   

Code Enforcement Officer: Bill Lovan  

Staff Recommendation: See section IV  

Notice of Fine Appeal Hearing 

I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
This is an appeal hearing for a Notice of Fine that was issued for Code Enforcement Case 
BIRG20-00435. This case is for violations including, but not limited to an illegal 
contractor’s yard being operated on the property. Shipping containers, construction 
trailer, and a travel trailer, in addition to vehicles being stored on the property without the 
necessary approvals or permits. Accordingly, this is in violation of Contra Costa County 
Ordinance 82 & 84 Adoption of Zoning Ordinance; 82-2.002. Land use Enforcement; 82-
2.006. Uses permitted in a A-4 Zoning District; 84-42.404 Contractor Yard Defined; 82-
4.221.  

 

II. BACKGROUND 
On June 2, 2020, Code Enforcement officer Ron Swenson received a complaint and on 
June 3, 2020, during a follow up site inspection conducted on December 22, 2023, Code 
Enforcement officer Bill Lovan observed violations including, but not limited to an 
illegal contractor’s yard being operated on the property. Shipping containers, construction 
trailer, and a travel trailer, in addition to vehicles being stored on the property without the 
necessary approvals or permits. 

On July 3, 2020, a Field Notice to Comply was posted on the property. 

On August 19, 2022, a new Code Enforcement officer Bill Lovan was assigned to the 
case. 
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On August 30, 2022, a Revised Notice to Comply was mailed to the owner of record, as 
per Contra Costa County Ordinance Procedures, which was Rodriguez, Brenda Vera. 

On September 16, 2022, Notice of Intent to Record, Notice of Pending Abatement, & 
Notice of Violation posted on property and mailed. 

On October 18,2022, Notice of Fine was posted and mailed. 

On November 18, 2022, the owner of the property Rodriguez, Brenda Vera an appeal was 
mailed to Department of Conservation and development and received by the Code 
Enforcement department. The file was submitted to the Deputy Director of the Building 
Department for review by Senior Code Enforcement officer for review. Code 
Enforcement officer Bill Lovan was instructed to allow more time for the permits to be 
obtained. 

On January 9, 2024, a Revised Notice to Comply including both building violations was 
mailed to the owner of record, as per Contra Costa County Ordinance Procedures, which 
was Rodriguez, Brenda Vera. 

On January 25,  2024, posted a Notice of Intent to record on property and mailed to 
owner of record, which was Rodriguez, Brenda Vera. 

On March 21, 2024, posted a Revised Notice to Comply and Notice of Violation and 
mailed. 

On June 28, 2024,an appeal of Notice of Fine received by Code Enforcement staff which 
was dated June 28,2024. 

 

III. DISCUSSION OF APPEAL POINTS 

1. First appeal point: The property owner currently lives in Seattle Washington 
which caused a delay with the receipt of mailed notices. 
              

• Refute- There was no response by phone, email, or postal mail to neither 
of the notices prior to the Notice of Fine. 

 
2. Second appeal point: The property owner claims they are willing to correct the 

violation but did not hear back from the assigned grading inspector John Bodner 
who emailed her on August 10, 2022, who stated they would submit comments by 
the end of that week. 
             

• Refute- On August 13,2020 inspector John Bodner emailed the applicant/ 
property owner requesting additional information. The applicant/ property 
owner also stated that she did not continue to track the status of the permit 
application due to her being induced to the hospital on August 14, 2020, 
for the birth of her daughter. 
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3. Third appeal point: The property owner claims that on September 23, 2022, when 
she received the Administrative Penalty Notice of Violation, she emailed the 
county for assistance and did not receive a response. 
              

• Refute- The assigned Code Enforcement officer has no record of the email 
and did not receive an email from the property owner until October 28, 
2022. 

                       

 

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Staff recommends that the County Zoning Administrator or Building Official: 
 

1) Direct the property owner to remove the violation within the next thirty (30) days. 
 

OR 
 

2) Direct the property owner to pay the fine amount listed in the Notice of Fine 
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August 30, 2022 
 
 
RODRIGUEZ BRENDA VERA 
2611 MARKET AVE   
SAN PABLO, CA 94806-4543 
 
SITE:   0 HIGHWAY 4, RODEO, CA  
APN: 358040013 
REF: BIRG20-00435 
 
To:  Property Owner 
 
This letter is in response to a change of Inspector on the case and to a recent case review. After 
review it has been determined that the violation still exists. Please refer to the enclosed Notice to 
Comply for violation description and corrective actions. 
 
The department appreciates your cooperation and would like to continue working with you 
towards a solution to your violation(s).  If you have any questions or concerns, I may be reached 
at (925) 655-3044 any workday between 7:30 and 10:00 a.m.   
 
 
 
Bill Lovan 
______________________________________ 
Bill Lovan 
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer 
William.Lovan@dcd.cccounty.us 
 
WL: ab 

 
                                   John Kopchik 
                                              Director              

 
                                        Aruna Bhat 
                                  Deputy Director  

                                       
        Jason Crapo 
                                   Deputy Director 
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REVISED NOTICE TO COMPLY 
August 30, 2022 
 
 
RODRIGUEZ BRENDA VERA 
2611 MARKET AVE   
SAN PABLO, CA 94806-4543 
 
SITE:   0 HIGHWAY 4, RODEO, CA  
APN: 358040013 
REF: BIRG20-00435 
 
You are hereby notified that this department has observed your property at the above location and 
determined it is in violation of the Contra Costa County Ordinance Code for the following reason(s): 
 
Violation Description and County Ordinance Code Section 
 

1. On July 6, 2020, Department staff observed grading over 200 cubic yards without proper 
permits and inspections. Accordingly, this is in violation of Contra Costa County Ordinance 
716-2.602.  Permits Required. 
 

 
You must clear the above violation(s) by taking the following corrective action(s): 
 
Corrective Actions 
 

1. Apply for and obtain the necessary permit(s) from this Department within ten (10) days of 
this notification.  Once the permits have been issued you must complete the inspection process 
until an approved final inspection has been achieved. 

 
An investigation has begun, and compliance is required to correct the above violation(s).  A code 
enforcement fee shall be charged equal to two times the amount of all permit fees with a minimum of 
$300.00.  Zoning violation clearances require a minimum of a $300.00 fee.  A fee of $150.00 per trip 
will be charged until compliance is met.  The fees are additive to the building permit/zoning fees. All 
fees are subject to change. 
 
If you fail to comply with this notice, this office will take one or more of the following actions: 
 

1. Record this notice on property records 

                                                             
John Kopchik 

                                              Director              
 

                                        Aruna Bhat 
                                  Deputy Director  

                                       
        Jason Crapo 
                                   Deputy Director 

 
 
  
 
                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of 
Conservation and  
Development 
 
30 Muir Road 
Martinez, CA  94553 
 
Phone:1-855-323-2626 
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2. Refer to County Counsel for legal action 
3. Issue a Citation – Court appearance, penalties and fines 
4. Notify the Franchise Tax Board (On rental units declared substandard) 
5. Obtain abatement order – All costs plus administrative fees billed to owner 
6. Administrative Penalty Procedures – Daily fines for each noted violation 

 
I may be reached at (925) 655-2811 any workday between 7:30 and 10:00 a.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill Lovan 
 __________________________________ 
Bill Lovan 
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer 
William.Lovan@dcd.cccounty.us 
 
WL: ab 
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