
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

AGENDA 

Hazardous Materials Commission

Contra Costa County Fire 
Protection District

4005 Port Chicago Hwy, 
Suite 120 Concord, CA 94520

Alhambra Room
https://cchealth.zoom.us/j/98031936341

Meeting ID: 980 3193 6341

4:00 PMThursday, August 27, 2026

**Please note location change**

Chair: Mark Hughes
Vice Chair: Aaron Winer

Agenda Items: Items may be taken out of order based on the business of the day and preference of the 
Committee

1. Roll Call and Introductions

2. CONSIDER approval of the July 23, 2026 Hazardous Materials Commission 
meeting minutes.

26-3734

HMC July 23 2026 Draft Meeting MinutesAttachments:

3. Public comment on any item under the jurisdiction of the Committee and not on this agenda 
(speakers may be limited to two minutes).

4. RECEIVE a report from the Operations Committee and CONSIDER accepting their 
recommendation to postpone the public forum until Spring of 2027.

5. RECEIVE a report from the Hazardous Materials Programs.

6. DISCUSS additional details regarding the proposed 2027 public forum.

7. DISCUSS any updates to the priorities for 2026 and potential guest speakers. 26-3735

2026 HMC PrioritiesAttachments:

8. Discuss the rise in chemical accidents and SB 883. 26-3736
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Hazardous Materials Commission AGENDA August 27, 2026

9. DISCUSS any other upcoming legislative issues of commission interest.

10. Announcements from commissioners on items of commission interest.

11. Plan next meeting agenda.

The next meeting is currently scheduled for September 24, 2026 at 4:00 PM.

Adjourn

The Committee will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities planning to attend 
the Committee meetings. Contact the staff person listed below at least 72 hours before the meeting. Any 
disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed 
by the County to a majority of members of the Committee less than 96 hours prior to that meeting are 
available for public inspection at 4005 Port Chicago Highway. Suite 120 Concord, CA 94520, during 
normal business hours. Staff reports related to items on the agenda are also accessible online at 
www.contracosta.ca.gov. If the Zoom connection malfunctions for any reason, the meeting may be 
paused while a fix is attempted. If the connection is not reestablished, the committee will continue the 
meeting in person without remote access. Public comment may be submitted via electronic mail on 
agenda items at least one full work day prior to the published meeting time.

For Additional Information Contact: Adam Springer at 925-655-3216
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 26-3734 Agenda Date: 8/27/2026 Agenda #: 2.

Advisory Board: Hazardous Materials Commission
Subject: Approval of July 2026 Meeting Minutes
Presenter: Commission Chair

Information:
Attached to this agenda item are the draft meeting minutes for the July 23, 2026 Hazardous Materials
Commission meeting.

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
CONSIDER approval of the July 23, 2026 Hazardous Materials Commission meeting minutes.
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Meeting Minutes - Draft

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY Hazardous 
Materials Commission

4:00 PM 777 Arnold Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 - 
Paramount Room

https://cchealth.zoom.us/j/98031936341
Meeting ID: 980 3193 6341

Thursday, July 23, 2026

Chair: Mark Hughes
Vice Chair: Aaron Winer

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM.

Agenda Items: Items may be taken out of order based on the business of the day and preference of the 
Committee

1. Roll Call and Introductions

Commissioners Present: Drew Graham, Aaron Winer, Mark Hughes, Marielle Boortz, Ron Chinn, Maile 
Chinn, Eduardo Martinez, Lisa Martell, Soheila Bana, Jamin Pursell
Commissioners Present Online: Madeline Kronenberg, Tim Bancroft, Maureen Brennan, Marisol Rubio
Public Present: Cathy Ivers, Carl Smith, Jennifer Quallick, Cheryl Sudduth
Staff Present: Adam Springer

2. CONSIDER approval of the June 25, 2026 Hazardous Materials Commission meeting 
minutes.

The commissioners present voted to approve the June 25, 2026 Hazardous Materials Commission 
meeting minutes.
Motion: Eduardo Martinez
Second: Lisa Martell

3. Public comment on any item under the jurisdiction of the Committee and not on this agenda 
(speakers may be limited to two minutes).

There were not any comments made by members of the public.

4. RECEIVE a report from the Hazardous Materials Programs.

There were not any major report items to share, any updates regarding the structure of the Hazardous 
Materials Programs will be shared under item number 7.

5. DISCUSS any updates to the priorities for 2026 and potential guest speakers.
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Hazardous Materials Commission Meeting Minutes - Draft July 23, 2026

The commissioners present reviewed and discussed the priorities and shared some updates on guest 
speakers.  Commissioner Martinez had attempted to schedule Raven to present at this meeting but they 
were not connected with staff so the presentation was not able to be agendized.  The group discussed 
inviting Raven to speak at the public forum and considered scheduling them for next month's full 
commission meeting.  Commissioner Chinn had reached out to James Rector regarding the Montezuma 
Project and was informed that the project is on hold.  Commissioner Flores spoke with a scientist from 
Lawrence Livermore Labs to present on the pro carbon capture perspective and will work to find a 
presenter for the con perspective.

6. DISCUSS the logistics of the public forum and the HMC’s readiness for the event and 
CONSIDER proceeding or postponing the event.

The Operations Committee did not meet this month so they were unable to continue their planning for 
the public forum and requested this topic to be agendized so that the full commission could discuss their 
preparedness to proceed.  The forum is scheduled for September 17th and the goal was to begin 
advertising two months in advance, but a flyer cannot yet be finalized until all guest speakers have been 
secured.  The commissioners present reviewed the proposed topics and speakers for the forum: 
CCCFPD/CWS, carbon capture (pro: Lawrence Livermore Labs), hydrogen generation (Raven), PFAs, 
and the wastewater connection to hazardous materials (West County Waste Water).  It was agreed that 
all guest speakers need to be confirmed by August 10th in order for the group to feel comfortable 
proceeding with the forum.  Commissioner Flores expressed concerns regarding the readiness to move 
forward with this event and proposed creating a public forum planning ad hoc committee.  The 
commissioners agreed with this proposal considering the Operations Committee will only meet two 
more times; Commissioners Flores, Brennan, and Pursell will make up the ad hoc committee.  Cheryl 
Sudduth suggested reaching out to California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) and Bay Area 
Biosolids Coalition as they have experts who could provide a neutral perspective and a well rounded 
discussion on these topics of commission interest.

7. REVIEW the new organizational chart for the Hazardous Materials Programs and Contra 
Costa Fire Protection District post merge.

Staff reviewed the new organizational chart after the transfer of the Hazardous Materials Programs to 
Contra Costa County Fire Protection District effective July 1, 2026.  The functional structure of the 
Hazardous Materials Programs has mostly remained the same, Adam Springer still oversees the same 
individuals: Mike Dossey (Supervising Accidental Release Prevention Engineer - CalARP and ISO) and 
the three hazardous materials captains which are over each of the CUPA programs (Above Ground 
Storage Tanks and Business Plan, Enforcement and Hazardous Waste, Underground Storage Tanks and 
Incident Response).  These individuals oversee the engineers and inspectors under their respective 
CUPA programs.

8. DISCUSS the USW Local 5 strike at Marathon and the regulatory authority of the Industrial 
Safety Ordinance.
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Hazardous Materials Commission Meeting Minutes - Draft July 23, 2026

Commissioner Flores posed questions regarding the regulation of facilities during strikes.  Staff 
explained that Marathon Renewable Fuel Facility is not apart of the CalARP program, and therefore 
cannot be inspected due to a strike under the regulatory components of program 4. They are however 
subject to program 3 because they are under ISO regulation, 450-8.0161BF does require an 
organizational change or organizational change for temporary changes associated with strike 
preparations.  The Hazardous Materials Programs has been out to the facility twice and as far as what 
they have seen, they are following all of the regulatory standards associated with the elements that the 
Hazardous Materials Programs can regulate at this moment.  Carl Smith from USW Local 5 made a 
public comment and shared that they have been on strike for 89 days and are currently locked out.  He 
relayed a report from a truck driver that occurred today: driver reported that he attempted to unload 
sulfuric acid and after waiting for over an hour and a half, a young operator he did not recognize 
appeared to unload and was assisted by a supervisor.  He felt there was confusion and 
miscommunication and questioned whether the young operator was qualified and trained to do this.  He 
also expressed concerns around fatigue management, noting that last year his guys were working 
between 700-1,000 hours of overtime while waiting for a new class to be hired.  Cathy Ivers made a 
comment inquiring about the CWS dashboard and staff confirmed that the website is having issues with 
either the software or the API connection is down.

9. DISCUSS the Triennial Review for years 2023, 2024, 2025 and CONSIDER designating 
this as a full commission, subcommittee, or ad hoc committee item.

The commissioners present reviewed the Triennial Review document and discussed whether this should 
be assigned to a specific committee.  It was decided that staff could handle filling out the majority of the 
document and would defer any additional questions to the Planning and Policy meeting at their August 
meeting.  It is not due until December so staff can bring the completed document before the full 
commission before finalizing and submitting to the Clerk of the Board.

10. DISCUSS any upcoming legislative issues of commission interest.

Commissioner Flores shared that SB 954 is being proposed and would restore vital safeguards for those 
who urgently depend on them.

11. Announcements from commissioners on items of commission interest.

Commissioner Bana shared that a new food grade fire suppressant is being developed by a company 
called Citra Tech, she will meet with them and report back with more updates.  Commissioner Winer 
shared a follow up about the February radiation incident at WCW, he was able to connect with Trisha 
Johnson and obtain the balance of information for them to finish their SOPs.

12. Plan next meeting agenda.

The next meeting is currently scheduled for August 27, 2026 at 4:00 PM.

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 5:32 PM.

For Additional Information Contact: Adam Springer at 925-655-3216
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Hazardous Materials Commission Meeting Minutes - Draft July 23, 2026

Full meeting recording can be found here: https://contra-costa.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 26-3735 Agenda Date: 8/27/2026 Agenda #: 7.

Advisory Board: Hazardous Materials Commission
Subject: HMC Priorities for 2026
Presenter: Commission Chair

Information:
Attached to the agenda item are the Hazardous Materials Commission priorities for 2026 and the committees
they have been assigned to.

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
DISCUSS any updates to the priorities for 2026 and potential guest speakers.
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2026 HMC Priorities for Consideration 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

  
 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

     

  

  

  

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
  

 

  
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

    

  

  

 

  

   

 
  

 

  

     

 

 

General  Commission  Priorities

-    Brownfield development-cleanup standards/reuses ; Emerging remediation technology

e.g., in situ phytoremediation, bugs/bioremediation, albino redwoods, mycelium

(mushrooms)

- Concerns from increased electrification  –  byproducts, EV,

- Battery waste management, recycling;  sodium batteries vs lithium batteries;

- Impacts from Sea Level Rise

- Hazardous Materials transportation corridors. E.g., Railroads,

- Soil/water contamination

- Presentation  from DOT

- SB 868: Bright Star balcony solar

Assigned to Operations Committee

- PFAS/Forever chemical treatments (contact EPA); AI data center impacts

- treatment tech/remediation; mycoremediation vs  mycelium

- emergency response/chemicals used for  battery  fires  /suppression
- Hydrogen generation

- Carbon capture technologies/ carbon sequestration

- PG&E power generation changes + future plans

- MCE solar farm in Richmonnd
- Public Forum – tentative September 2026

Assigned to Planning & Policy Committee

- CWS notification  including system and technology  /ISO
- Aviation fuel changes (2031) (Richmond company  Raven  fuel from bio waste)
Receive presentation on plan from Will  Nelson of DCD  regarding the completed General Plan

- Bill analysis & legislative packets

- Track merger of  HazMat programs  to  CON FIRE
- HMC bylaw review/revision
- Refinery process safety management/pipeline safety/PHMSA
- Small modular nuclear reactors (SMR) - waste streams + general overview

- Process documents - seat/intern interviews, 
forum planning

Last updated: 6/29/2026
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 26-3736 Agenda Date: 8/27/2026 Agenda #: 8.

Advisory Board: Hazardous Materials Commission
Subject: Chemical Accidents and SB 883
Presenter: Commissioner Flores

Information:
Commissioner Flores proposed this agenda item and provided the following information:

Someone alerted me to the fact that chemical accidents are rising in the US.
The person highlighted that currently there is a bill (SB 883) going through the legislature as a direct response
to the chemical disaster in Garden Grove.
Here's a link to SB 883:
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB883
[leginfo.legislature.ca.gov]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?
bill_id=202520260SB883__;!!LFxATBw!
DfUvDnKwPtLvbUthGgTOjjYXgYVAbCv5Hd9iOWWJKTE75FmfKFaepXS8mM4fAOC3J6QstriHQQSEth
De_Z4G9AyoGw$>
FYI
This bill has wording specifically directed to the county's CUPA.

I copied and pasted this from the first article.   This article was published on July 9, 2026.
"The report found the number of chemical accidents, explosions, fires and other emergencies that release
chemicals into the atmosphere was up by at least 51% since 2021. Deaths and injuries were up at least
20%."

Here's a link to the article about chemical accidents rising:
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jul/09/us-chemical-accidents-trump [theguardian.com]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jul/09/us-chemical-accidents-
trump__;!!LFxATBw!
DfUvDnKwPtLvbUthGgTOjjYXgYVAbCv5Hd9iOWWJKTE75FmfKFaepXS8mM4fAOC3J6QstriHQQSEth
De_Z4jLhD9Hg$>

Here's a link to another article about the EPA rolling back rules:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/feb/27/trump-fire-chemical-safety-system-epa
[theguardian.com] <https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/feb/27/trump
-fire-chemical-safety-system-epa__;!!LFxATBw!
DfUvDnKwPtLvbUthGgTOjjYXgYVAbCv5Hd9iOWWJKTE75FmfKFaepXS8mM4fAOC3J6QstriHQQSEth
De_Z5-87_QIQ$>

Finally, here's a link to incident reports from the US Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board (CSB):
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File #: 26-3736 Agenda Date: 8/27/2026 Agenda #: 8.

https://www.csb.gov/news/incident-report-rule-form-/ [csb.gov]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.csb.gov/news/incident-report-rule-form-/__;!!LFxATBw!
DfUvDnKwPtLvbUthGgTOjjYXgYVAbCv5Hd9iOWWJKTE75FmfKFaepXS8mM4fAOC3J6QstriHQQSEth
De_Z5GnGcwvQ$>

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
Discuss the rise in chemical accidents and SB 883.
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