
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

AGENDA 

Kensington Municipal Advisory Council

61 Arlington Avenue, Kensington |  
https://cccounty-us.zoom.us/j/830200789

59?
pwd=YlRscWZRMTNLUWgrUkVsUzQ

wOEJYdz09
Meeting ID: 830 2007 8959 Password: 

136555

7:00 PMWednesday, December 10, 2025

Agenda Items: Items may be taken out of order based on the business of the day and preference of the 
Committee

1. Roll Call and Introductions

2. Public comment on any item under the jurisdiction of the Committee and not on this agenda 
(speakers may be limited to two minutes).

CDDP25_03032 210 Amherst Ave. The applicant requests approval of a 
Development Plan and Kensington Design Review for a residential addition 
yielding a gross floor area of 3,877 SF where 2,500 square feet is the gross floor 
area threshold for a public hearing. The project also includes a Variance for rear 
setback of 5-foot 10-inches (where 15 feet is the minimum) for the rear portion of 
the addition. Project Location: (Address: 210 AMHERST AVE, KENSINGTON, 
CA 94708 100), 
(APN: 570050004)

25-5021

CDDP25-03032 Agency Comment Packet
20250924_meetingnotes
20251210_notice210amherst
20251210_KMAC Mtg Agenda 1.0

Attachments:

The next meeting is currently scheduled for Wednesday, January 28, 2026

Adjourn
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Kensington Municipal Advisory 
Council

AGENDA December 10, 2025

The Committee will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities planning to attend 
the Committee meetings. Contact the staff person listed below at least 72 hours before the meeting. Any 
disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed 
by the County to a majority of members of the Committee less than 96 hours prior to that meeting are 
available for public inspection at 11780 San Pablo Ave. Suite D, El Cerrito, CA 94530, during normal 
business hours. Staff reports related to items on the agenda are also accessible online at 
www.contracosta.ca.gov. If the Zoom connection malfunctions for any reason, the meeting may be 
paused while a fix is attempted. If the connection is not reestablished, the committee will continue the 
meeting in person without remote access. Public comment may be submitted via electronic mail on 
agenda items at least one full work day prior to the published meeting time.

For Additional Information Contact: robert.rogers@bos.cccounty.us
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 25-5021 Agenda Date: 12/10/2025 Agenda #:

Advisory Board: Kensington Municipal Advisory Council (KMAC)
Subject: CDDP25_03032 210 Amherst Ave.

Presenter:
Contact: Robert.rogers@bos.cccounty.us

Information: CDDP25_03032 210 Amherst Ave. The applicant requests approval of a Development Plan and Kensington

Design Review for a residential addition yielding a gross floor area of 3,877 SF where 2,500 square feet is the gross floor

area threshold for a public hearing. The project also includes a Variance for rear setback of 5-foot 10-inches (where 15

feet is the minimum) for the rear portion of the addition. Project Location: (Address: 210 AMHERST AVE, KENSINGTON,

CA 94708 100), (APN: 570050004)

Referral History and Update:

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
30 Muir Road 
Martinez, CA  94553-4601 
Phone:  925-655-2700 
Fax: 925-655-2758

AGENCY COMMENT REQUEST 
Date____________ 

We request your comments regarding the attached application currently under review. 

DISTRIBUTION 
INTERNAL 

 ___ Grading Inspection 

 ___ Housing Programs 

___ Building Inspection     

___ Advance Planning     

___ Trans. Planning       

___ ALUC Staff      

___ County Geologist      

___ Telecom Planner   

___ HCP/NCCP Staff  

HEALTH SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

__  Environmental Health   __  Hazardous Materials 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

__  Engineering Services      __  Special Districts

__  Traffic        

__  Flood Control (Full-size)  

LOCAL 

__ Fire District 

  ___ San Ramon Valley – (email) rwendel@srvfire.ca.gov

 ___ Consolidated – (email) fire@cccfpd.org 

__  Sanitary District 

__  Water District 

__  City of 

__  School District(s) 

__  LAFCO 

__  Reclamation District #_______ 

__  East Bay Regional Park District  

__  Diablo/Discovery Bay/Crockett CSD 

__  MAC/TAC 

__  Improvement/Community Association   

_    CC Mosquito & Vector Control Dist (email) 

OTHERS/NON-LOCAL 

__  CHRIS (email only: nwic@sonoma.edu) 

__  CA Fish and Wildlife, Region 3 – Bay Delta   

__  Native American Tribes 

ADDITIONAL RECIPIENTS 

Please submit your comments to: 

Project Planner 

Phone # 

E-mail 

County File # 

Prior to 

* * * * *
We have found the following special programs apply 
to this application: 

____ Landslide                  Active Fault Zone (A-P) 
         Liquefaction       ___ Flood Hazard Area 

____ 60-dBA Noise Control 

____ CA EPA Hazardous Waste Site

 High or Very High FHSZ

* * * * * 
AGENCIES: Please indicate the applicable code 
section for any recommendation required by law or 
ordinance. Please send copies of your response to the 
Applicant and Owner. 

Comments:  ___ None    ___  Below  ___  Attached 

Print Name 

Signature DATE 

Agency phone # 

REVISED 09/25/2024. TO PRINT MORE COPIES: G:\Current Planning\APC\APC Forms\CURRENT FORMS\PLANNING\Agency Comment Request.doc 

    11/18/2025

Kensington Fire Protection

 Stege Sanitary District

EBMUD

KMAC

         Diana Lecca

                   925-655-2869

             CDDP25-03032

                      12/18/2025

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

    diana.lecca@dcd.cccounty.us

✔
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Planning Application Summary

County File Number: CDDP25-03032 File Date: 11/18/2025

Applicant: 
Greg VanMechelen VanMechelen Architects
732 Gilman Street
Berkeley, CA 94710

Property Owner: 
KEN & JULIE KURTZMAN 
134 BRAEBURN DR
NEW CANAAN, CT 06840 510

greg@vanmechelenarchitects.com         
(510) 558-1075

julikurtzman@gmail.com        
(805) 390-8122

Project Description: 
The applicant requests approval of a Development Plan and Kensington Design Review for a residential 
addition yielding a gross floor area of 3,877 SF where 2,500 square feet is the gross floor area threshold 
for a public hearing. The project also includes a Variance for rear setback of 5-foot 10-inches (where 15 
feet is the minimum) for the rear portion of the addition.

Project Location: (Address: 210 AMHERST AVE, KENSINGTON, CA 94708 100), (APN: 
570050004)

Additional APNs: 

General Plan Designation(s): RM

Flood Hazard Areas: X

60-dBA Noise Control: 

Sphere of Influence: El Cerrito

Sanitary District: STEGE SANITARY

Specific Plan: 

Zoning District(s): "R-6, -TOV -K"

AP Fault Zone:

MAC/TAC:

Fire District: KENSINGTON FIRE

Housing Inventory Site: NO

Fees: 
Fee Item Description Account Code Total Fee Paid

048F Fish & Wildlife Fee ($75) 002606-9660-REV-000-5B048F 75.00 75.00

052B Notification Fee ($30) 002606-9660-REV-000-5B052B 30.00 30.00

HSDR Environmental Health Fee ($57) 002606-9660-REV-000-5BHSDR|
$5.00

57.00 57.00

SLS036AH Undersized Lot Review with Hearing 002606-9660-REV-000-5B036H 3000.00 3000.00

Total: 3162.00 3162.00

30 Muir Road, Martinez, CA  94553
925-655-2700

ContraCosta.ca.gov/dcd 5



Project Site
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This map is a user generated, static output from an internet
mapping application and is intended for reference use only.

Data layers that appear on this map may or may not be
accurate, current, or otherwise reliable.

THIS MAP IS NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION.
CCMap is maintained by Contra Costa County

Department of Information Technology, County GIS.
Data layers contained within the CCMap application

are provided by various Contra Costa County Departments.
Please direct all data inquires to the appropriate department.

Spatial Reference
PCS: WGS 1984 Web Mercator Auxiliary Sphere
Datum: WGS 1984Scale: 1:564
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Credits: Contra Costa County Development of Conservation and Department, Microsoft, Vantor, Esri Community Maps Contributors, California State Parks, © OpenStreetMap, Microsoft, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS, Bureau of Land Management, EPA, NPS, US Census Bureau, USDA, USFWS
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Data layers that appear on this map may or may not be
accurate, current, or otherwise reliable.
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Data layers that appear on this map may or may not be
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 on 11/18/2025
By Contra Costa County 
Department of Conservation and Development 

CDDP25-03032
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10-07-2024
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KENSINGTON MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
MEETING NOTES – SEPTEMBER 24, 2025 

 
Location:     Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. and remotely via Zoom / telephone    
Date:   Wednesday, September 24, 2025 7PM  
 

This meeting was recorded. https://youtu.be/rPN7_VbNwFg?si=t7Lzy5O7bU1ao709 
 

1. Roll Call  
  
Present: Ben Barry, Adam Novickas, David Peterson, (remote) Dahlia Frydman. 
Absent:  

 
2. Citizens’ Comments  

None  

3. Approval of Meeting Notes from March 26, 2025 (unanimous)  

 

4. 24- CDVR25-01041 242 Yale Ave. The applicant requests approval of a variance to allow a 
9'-11" secondary frontage setback (where 15' is the minimum) for the construction of a 
elevated deck at the read of an existing SFR. This also includes a Kensington Design Review 
for the elevated deck. Project Location: (Address: 242 YALE AVE, KENSINGTON, CA 
94708 101), (APN: 570071005) 
 
After due consideration and short discussion, and a brief presentation by Steve Swearengen, 
architect for the project, a Motion to Recommend Approval was advanced by: Barry; seconded 
by: Peterson. Unanimous approval.  

 
5. Motion to adjourn at 7:12 p.m. by Barry; seconded by Peterson. Unanimous.  
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NOTICE OF  
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Kensington Municipal Advisory Council (KMAC) 
Regarding: CDDP25_03032 210 Amherst Ave. 
Date / Time of Hearing: Wednesday, December 10, 7pm 
Location of Hearing: In Person and remotely via Zoom 
 
In Person: Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 
 
Remote Access: Join the meeting remotely via Zoom using this link: 
 
https://cccounty-us.zoom.us/j/83020078959?pwd=YlRscWZRMTNLUWgrUkVsUzQwOEJYdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 830 2007 8959 Password: 136555 

 
For Help with Remote Access: email Robert Rogers – robert.rogers@bos.cccounty.us 
 
Purpose of Hearing: Kensington Development Plan & Design Review; Zoning Variance Request 
 
Dear Kensington Homeowner: 
 
The Kensington Municipal Advisory Council (KMAC) is charged with the review of applications for building permits 
falling within its jurisdiction. KMAC’s jurisdiction is defined by Contra Costa County ordinance. KMAC makes 
recommendations for approval or denial of these applications to the Contra Costa Community Development Department 
(CCCDD). At the December 10, 2025 hearing, KMAC will render a decision to recommend approval or denial of the below 
project. As part of this process, neighbors who support, oppose, or simply desire more information about the planned 
construction project are encouraged to attend. Public comment is welcome. Persons who support or oppose this application 
may present evidence (either documents, pictures, or an oral presentation) in support of their position. 
 
The application is as follows: 
 
CDDP25_03032 210 Amherst Ave. The applicant requests approval of a Development Plan and 
Kensington Design Review for a residential addition yielding a gross floor area of 3,877 SF where 
2,500 square feet is the gross floor area threshold for a public hearing. The project also includes a 
Variance for rear setback of 5-foot 10-inches (where 15 feet is the minimum) for the rear portion of 
the addition. Project Location: (Address: 210 AMHERST AVE, KENSINGTON, CA 94708 100), 
(APN: 570050004) 
A set of drawings is available for review on Supervisor John Gioia’s website at the following link: 

https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/1641/Kensington-Municipal-Advisory-Council 

The applicable Contra Costa County Ordinance provision(s) for this application are indicated below: 
 
__X_ Chap. 82-74.2 (Kensington Combining District).  KMAC will review new residential development to provide 
reasonable protection for existing residences regarding views, design compatibility (including bulk, size, and height), 
adequate parking, privacy, and access to sunlight, as determined by the provisions within the ordinance. 
 
____ Chap. 26-2 and 82.6 (Variance from Zoning Requirements).  KMAC will review requests for variances from 
applicable zoning requirements to determine whether the requested variance places the property owner in parity with other 
similarly situated property owners, owing to a lot’s particular shape, topography or other unique factors that do not allow 
the zoning requirements to be met.   A variance may not grant a special privilege, inconsistent with the limitations upon 
other properties in the vicinity.  
 
For additional information: Contra Costa County Supervisor John Gioia’s office at 510.942.2220, or 
robert.rogers@bos.cccounty.us (Attention KMAC in subject line) or Community Development Dept: 925.655.2700 
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KENSINGTON MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

Wednesday, December 10, 2025, 7PM 
 

Public Access and Public Comment Instructions: The public may attend this meeting in person at the 
following location: 
 
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. The public also may attend this meeting remotely via 
Zoom.  Login information is provided below. How To Join The Meeting Via Zoom: 
 
Link:  https://cccounty-us.zoom.us/j/83020078959?pwd=YlRscWZRMTNLUWgrUkVsUzQwOEJYdz09 

 
Meeting ID: 830 2007 8959 Password: 136555 

 
How To Provide Public Comment:  
 
Persons who wish to address the MAC during Citizens’ Comments or with respect to an item on the agenda 
may comment in person or via Zoom. Those participating via Zoom should indicate they wish to speak by 
using the “raise your hand” feature in the Zoom app.  
 
All public comments may be limited to 2 minutes per speaker. 
 
Your patience is appreciated.  For assistance with remote access contact robert.rogers@bos.cccounty.us 
 
Meeting Agenda: 
 

1. Roll Call 
2. Citizens’ Comments 

3. Approval of Meeting Notes from September 24, 2025 
4. CDDP25_03032 210 Amherst Ave. The applicant requests approval of a Development Plan and 

Kensington Design Review for a residential addition yielding a gross floor area of 3,877 SF where 
2,500 square feet is the gross floor area threshold for a public hearing. The project also includes a 
Variance for rear setback of 5-foot 10-inches (where 15 feet is the minimum) for the rear portion of 
the addition. Project Location: (Address: 210 AMHERST AVE, KENSINGTON, CA 94708 100), 
(APN: 570050004) 

 
1. Adjournment 

 
Accessibility: KMAC will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities who plan to 
participate in the meeting. Please contact Robert Rogers 24 hours prior to the scheduled meeting at 
robert.rogers@bos.cccounty.us 
 
Public Records: Disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda 
and distributed by KMAC to a majority of its members less than 72 hours prior to that meeting are available 
for public inspection on the MAC’s website.   
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