












housing instability, challenges with public benefits, family 
reunification, and the long-term impact of trauma. Because of these 
patterns, I am able to identify individual needs and also systemic 
gaps that require policy-level attention. 
I am an advocate by nature. I have advocated for myself and my 
community throughout my life, and professionally I have worked to 
elevate the needs of system-impacted individuals in both 
educational and carceral settings. During college, I supported adult 
men pursuing their GED at San Quentin State Prison. That 
experience underscored the importance of accessible, in-custody 
programming as a pathway toward rehabilitation and connection. 
Many participants were Spanish speakers and their curriculum was 
outdated or not culturally responsive. From this experience, I bring a 
strong commitment to language accessibility and culturally 
responsive programming in in-custody, treatment programs, and 
reentry services. 
In addition to my direct service experience, I bring leadership and 
policy engagement skills. I co-facilitate The Gemma Project’s Policy 
Advocacy Coalition, where we collaborate with community 
members to develop policy recommendations that expand access 
to services for justice-involved women. This role has strengthened 
my ability to translate lived experiences into concrete, actionable 
policy recommendations — a skill directly aligned with the CAB’s 
advisory function. 
Collaboration is another strength I would contribute. Currently, I 
work closely with in-custody departments such as Detention Health 
and the Office of Education, as well as community-based 
organizations to coordinate housing referrals, CalFresh access, and 
mental health services. I have maintained professional 
relationships with Contra Costa County Probation and the Sheriff’s 
Office at West County Detention Facility. These relationships have 




















