
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

AGENDA 

Hazardous Materials Commission

1025 Escobar St. Martinez, CA 94553 |  
https://cchealth.zoom.us/j/92749778006  | 
Call-in: 1 (646) 518-9805 access code 927 

4977 8006

10:00 AMFriday, April 12, 2024

Operations Committee meeting

Agenda Items: Items may be taken out of order based on the business of the day and preference of the Committee

1. Roll Call, Introductions and announcements

2. Approval of the Minutes of March 8, 2024

3. Public comment on any item under the jurisdiction of the Committee and not on this agenda (speakers 
may be limited to two minutes).

4. Old Business:

4.a) Consider recommendations to the Board of Supervisors concerning community 
engagement around contaminated site clean-up efforts

24-1094

HMC cont site recs_ 4_4_24Attachments:

5. New Business:

5. a Review Hazardous Materials Commission web page and recommend changes and 
updates

24-1095

6. Reports from Commissioners on items of Commission interest

7. Plan next agenda

8. The next meeting is currently scheduled for May 10, 2024.

9. Adjourn
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Hazardous Materials Commission AGENDA April 12, 2024

The Committee will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities planning to attend the 
Committee meetings. Contact the staff person listed below at least 72 hours before the meeting. Any disclosable 
public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed by the County to a 
majority of members of the Committee less than 96 hours prior to that meeting are available for public inspection 
at 1220 Morello Ave., Suite 100, Martinez during normal business hours. Staff reports related to items on the 
agenda are also accessible on line at www.contracosta.ca.gov. Public comment may be submitted via electronic 
mail on agenda items at least one full work day prior to the published meeting time.

For Additional Information Contact: Michael Kent, mkent@cchealth.org, (925) 250-3227
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Ideas generated at the March 8, 2023 Operations committee concerning contaminated site clean-up.  

 

 No reuse of contaminated sites for residential use. 

Would require either clean-up to background levels, or redesignation of Zoning for land already zoned 

for residential, or prevention of rezoning of land to residential designation. DTSC only requires land to 

cleaned up to the level required for its current land use designation. Option -  recommend no rezoning of 

industrial land for residential use if there are land use restrictions placed on the site after the initial 

cleanup due to contamination left at the site.  

 Early community engagement, communication and education – identify potential tools 

and increase distance from site for notification. Creative means to reach hard to reach 

people. Culturally appropriate messaging and in the appropriate languages. 

See  presentations of DTSC on 1/13/23, Heathy Contra Costa on 8/11/23, DCD on 11/3/23, EPA 

framework on 12/8/23 and Tracy Criag on 2/9/24. Could also be part of a grant to do site identification 

and investigation. See discussion with Alyson Greenly about getting grants for the NWEDI on 6/9/23. See 

draft letter Ops developed to support such efforts.  

 Define “early engagement” - prior to development proposal – ask people what they want 

for various sites.  

See especially presentation by DCD on 11/3/23 where Mr. Avila discussed potential for better community 

engagement at the beginning of the CEQA process 

 Continuously let public know about contaminated sites in their community. 

Currently, residents have to review Envirostor and Geotracker or sign up to get public notices when there 

is activity at particular sites. Additional outreach would require additional staff at DTSC or the County to 

conduct. Could be a function of the Ombudsman program. 

 Have better signage and notification. 

AB 1045 addresses this.  

 Identify clear timelines for development and don’t lose historical information. 

Again, for the County to provide a repository of information other than Envirostor, or to educate the 

public about envirostor, it would have to add staff. Look at fed EPA guidelines and West Oakland 

Indicator Project guidelines. 

See notes from 12/8/23 

 Wanting the County to be more of an advocate for community and not just an arbitrator.  

This could be a project of the Ombudsman position – to help residents educate themselves and be good 

advocates for themselves, or the County would have to add staff. 
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 Do more work to identify cumulative impacts. 

See work being done by DTSC and EPA to identify cumulative impacts in North Richmond. See flyer sent 

to HMC by MK on 2/12/24.   

 

 County to comment during DTSC process – close gap between development and cleanup 

process. 

See especially presentation by DCD on 11/3/23 where Mr. Avila discussed potential for better community 

engagement at the beginning of the CEQA process 

 

 Community compensation and make it easier to participate (childcare, alternative times, 

food).  

See discussion with Alyson Greenly about getting grants for NWEDI on 6/9/23. See draft letter Ops 

developed to support such efforts.  
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