
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

AGENDA 

Byron Municipal Advisory Council

St. Anne Church, 2800 Camino Diablo, 
Byron, CA 94514

6:00 PMTuesday, April 23, 2024

1. Roll Call and Introductions

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Public comment on any item under the jurisdiction of the Committee and not on this 
agenda (speakers may be limited to three minutes).

4. Agency Reports

a. Contra Costa County Office of the Sheriff
Office of Supervisor Diane Burgis
California Highway Patrol - TBD
Contra Costa County Fire Protection District - TBD

5. Consent Items - Items are subject to removal from the consent calendar by request of any 
MAC member.  Items removed from the consent calendar will be considered with the 
discussion items.

a. APPROVE Draft Record of Action for February 27, 2024 and March 15, 2024 24-1223

Draft Record of Action 2-27-24
Draft Record of Action 3-15-24

Attachments:

6. Presentations

Presentation from Sheriff's Office of Emergency Services - Rick Kovar, 
Emergency Services Manager and Lorena Herrera, Senior Emergency Planning 
Coordinator

24-1224

Local Hazard Mitigation Plan - ByronAttachments:

7. Discussion Items

APPROVE a date for the 2024 Byron Community Clean-up in partnership with 
Mt. Diablo Resource Recovery

24-1225
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Byron Municipal Advisory 
Council

AGENDA April 23, 2024

8. Correspondence/Announcements

RECEIVE Byron MAC March-April 2024 Correspondence 24-1226

Byron MAC March-April 2024 CorrespondenceAttachments:

9. Future Agenda Items

10. Adjourn

The next meeting is currently scheduled for May 28, 2024.

The Committee will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities planning to attend the 
Committee meetings. Contact the staff person listed below at least 72 hours before the meeting. Any disclosable 
public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed by the County to a 
majority of members of the Committee less than 96 hours prior to that meeting are available for public inspection 
at 3361 Walnut Blvd, Ste. 140, Brentwood, CA 94513 during normal business hours. Staff reports related to 
items on the agenda are also accessible on line at www.contracosta.ca.gov. Public comment may be submitted 
via electronic mail on agenda items at least one full work day prior to the published meeting time.

For Additional Information Contact: Claire Alaura, District Representative, Supervisor Diane Burgis, (925) 
655-2330.
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 24-1223 Agenda Date: 4/23/2024 Agenda #: a.

Advisory Board: Byron MAC
Subject:  APPROVE Draft Record of Actions
Presenter: Claire Alaura, Office of Supervisor Diane Burgis

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
APPROVE Draft Record of Actions for February 27, 2024 and March 15, 2024
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Byron 

Municipal 

Advisory 

Council 
 

 

 

The Byron Municipal Advisory Committee serves as an advisory body to the 

Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors and the County Planning Agency. 

This meeting record is provided pursuant to Better Government Ordinance 95-6, Article 25-2.205(d) of the Contra Costa 

County Ordinance Code. 

1 

Linda Thuman, Chair 
 

Office of Supervisor Diane Burgis 

Contact: Stephen Griswold III 

3361 Walnut Blvd., Suite 140 

Brentwood, CA 94513 
 

Respectfully submitted by:  

District Representative, Stephen Griswold III 

 

Draft Record of Actions 

6:00 p.m. 

February 27, 2024 

 

1. MEMBERS PRESENT:   
Chair Linda Thuman, Vice Chair Nisen, Councilmember Schmit, and Councilmember Wherity 

 

2. MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Councilmember Lopez 

 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion to approve the agenda made by Vice Chair Nisen. Second made by Councilmember Wherity. Motion carried 4-0. 

AYES: Thuman, Nisen, Schmit and Wherity.  

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT:  
a. Patty Bristow shared concerns about trucks on Camino Diablo and hopes CHP could assist. She also shared there had 

been a big theft of equipment from the Wild Idol. 

b. Councilmember Wherity mentioned there were people living in trailers on Washington and Byron Highway and asked 

that code enforcement investigate, and she will send photos. 

 

5. AGENCY REPORTS: 

a. Office of the Sheriff: Lt. Charlene Jacquez provided an activity report for the month of January including calls for 

service, provided information on upcoming events, and answered questions. 

b. California Highway Patrol: No Report 

c. Contra Costa Fire Protection District: No Report 

d. Office of Supervisor Diane Burgis: Shared information regarding upcoming community events/news.  

 

6. CONSENT ITEMS: 

a. Approval of the Record of Actions for January 23, 2024: Motion to approve as presented made by Councilmember 

Schmit. Second made by Councilmember Wherity. Motion carried 4-0. AYES: Thuman, Nisen, Schmit and Wherity. 

 

7. PRESENTATION 

a. Update from Contra Costa County Fire Protections District – Michelle Rinehart, Coordinator Wildfire Mitigation and 

Grants, offered information about services for wildfire mitigation and possible assistance with flood control. 

b. Update regarding Department of Conservation and Development Agtourism – Stephen Griswold, Office of Supervisor 

Burgis, answered questions about the DCD County Planning Commission report regarding two County-initiated 

Zoning Text Amendments.  He also shared information about the upcoming annual Community Clean-up Day and 

dates being offered to the Board at the next meeting. *This Presentation was moved down the agenda to Items for 

Discussion and/or Action and was received after item c. Update from Public Works 

 

 

8. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION: 

a. CONSIDER Agency Comment Request CDLP23-03052 – The applicant requests approval of Development Plan 

Minor Modification to allow a 516 SF addition to an existing residence in an R-B Zoning District and a 

Variance to allow for a 560 SF detached accessory building (where 500 SF is the maximum allowed size). 

(Variance CDVR23-01063 taken in mistake.) 
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 Motion was made to recommend approval from Chair Thuman. Second made by Vice Chair Nisen. Motion 

carried 4-0. AYES: Thuman, Nisen, Schmit and Wherity. 

b. CONSIDER Agency Comment Request CDLP23-02054 – The applicant requests a land use permit to allow for 

the continued operation of a wireless telecommunication facility previously approved under land use permit 

(County File #CDLP07-02033) for a previously approved Verizon Wireless/American Tower 

telecommunications facility. 

 Motion was made to recommend approval from Chair Thuman. Second made by Councilmember Schmit. 

Motion carried 4-0. AYES: Thuman, Nisen, Schmit and Wherity 

c. RECEIVE Update from Public Works, Flood Control Divisions – Tim Jensen, Flood Control Manager, Public 

Works Department* 

 

9. CORRESPONDANCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. R-01/18/2024 County Planning Commission for January 24, 2024 

b. R-01/29/2024 County Zoning Administrator for February 5, 2024 

c. R-01/29/2024 County Planning Commission for February 14, 2024 

d. R-02/02/2024 County Zoning Administrator for February 5, 2024 

e. R-02/12/2024 County Zoning Administrator for February 21, 2024 

f. R-02/12/2024 Notice of Availability of a Draft Environmental Impact Report and Notice of Public Review and 

Comment Period for Draft Contra Costa County 2045 General Plan and Draft Climate Action Plan 2024 Update from 

Department of Conservation and Development 

 

10.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

a. No future agenda items. However, two community events were shared: March 16th is Home for our Troops 

Landscaping Day for Sgt. Kyle Garcia.  April 27th is the Contra Costa County Sherriff’s Department Drug Take Back 

Day at Safeway. 

 

11. ADJOURMENT 

 There being no further business before the Byron Municipal Advisory Council, Chair Thuman adjourned the meeting at 

7:56 p.m. The next regularly scheduled Byron Municipal Advisory Council meeting is March 26th, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 

located at St. Anne’s Church, 2800 Camino Diablo, Byron, CA 94514.  
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Byron 

Municipal 

Advisory 

Council 
 

 

 

The Byron Municipal Advisory Committee serves as an advisory body to the 

Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors and the County Planning Agency. 

This meeting record is provided pursuant to Better Government Ordinance 95-6, Article 25-2.205(d) of the Contra Costa 

County Ordinance Code. 

1 

Linda Thuman, Chair 
 

Office of Supervisor Diane Burgis 

Contact: Stephen Griswold III 

3361 Walnut Blvd., Suite 140 

Brentwood, CA 94513 
 

Respectfully submitted by:  

District Representative, Stephen Griswold III 

 

Draft Record of Actions 

SPECIAL MEETING 

6:00 p.m. 

March 15, 2024 

 

 MEMBERS PRESENT:   
Chair Linda Thuman, Vice Chair Nisen, Councilmember Lopez, Councilmember Schmit, and Councilmember Wherity 

 

 MEMBERS ABSENT: 
None 

 

 APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion to approve the agenda made by Councilmember Schmit. Second made by Vice Chair Nisen. Motion carried 5-0.  

 

 PUBLIC COMMENT:  
a. No public comment on items not on the agenda. 

 

 ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION: 

a. CONSIDER Agency Comment Request CDLP22-02036: The Applicant seeks a land use permit for the construction 

and operation of the Ranch Sereno Clean Power Project, a 2.83-megawatt solar generation facility and a 3.7-megawatt 

battery storage system.  The project would use approximately 6.5 acres of land.  The solar farms will be ground 

mounted single axis tracker system.  

 Staff liaison gave a brief review of the history of this project and informed the Council it will be going before 

the Zoning Administrator on March 18th.  The recusal of Vice Chair Nisen from this item was announced, as 

he owns property that borders the project property.  Nisen remained at the dais but refrained from the Council 

discussion. 

 

Public Comment: 

a. Ken Gardner lives adjacent to the project property and only received notice of this going to the Zoning Administrator 

on March 11th.  The property owner reached out to him about this project three years ago and notes that he has also 

altered the water drainage on the property.  

b. Danny Hamby lives on the backside of the project property and feels blindsided.  He asks if this is Ag, how is the 

allowed.  Hamby also notes the house has been re-flagged for the barn house conversion and drainage issues, and that 

this area is residential and not a place for a solar farm. 

c. Sam Maloney lives across from the project property and is a renter.  He doesn’t want to see an Alcatraz fence, solar 

panels, and a storage facility across the street. Feels that traffic will increase on that road. 

d. Patty Bristow shared her concerns about the battery situation on a solar farm.  Says fire departments are not equipped 

to handle solar battery incidents and there’s no immediate hazmat available in the area.  This process is unethical and 

against the law, and this project is not what residents want here.  As a LAFCO Commissioner, she plans to bring this 

up at their next meeting.  Byron is not a dumping ground.  If they were able to prevent marijuana from coming here, 

they can protest this too. 

e. Mike Nisen spoke as a resident and mentioned the zoom meeting the applicant held the night before. He said the 

residents asked the applicant to move the Zoning Administrator meeting and were told it could not be changed.  The 

applicant said they were under contract with Marin Energy and needed to proceed with this timeline to avoid penalties, 

to which Nisen said that is not their problem.  He referenced studies by the UC Berkely labs which did not include 
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public comment or show how nearby properties were affected.  He said there would be a devaluation of properties by 

$500K on Byer Road. 

f. Sally Hamby also lives near the project property and says they already have solar.  Their water comes from wells and 

is afraid this project would contaminate the soil and therefore the well water.  She also is concerned there would not be 

enough water to put out solar battery fires. 

 

 Motion to not recommend as presented made by Chair Thuman. Second made by Councilmember Lopez. 

Motion carried 4-0. AYES: Thuman, Lopez, Schmit and Wherity. RECUSED: Nisen 

 

 CORRESPONDANCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. R-02/23/2024 County Planning Commission for February 28, 2024 

b. R-02/26/2024 REVISED County Planning Commission for February 28, 2024 

c. R-03/04/2024 County Planning Commission for March 13, 2024 

d. R-02/27/2024 County Zoning Administrator for March 4, 2024 

e. R-02/28/2024 REVISED County Zoning Administrator for March 4, 2024 

f. R-03/12/2024 County Zoning Administrator for March 18, 2024 

 

  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

a. No future agenda items. However, the March 16th is Home for our Troops Landscaping Day for Sgt. Kyle Garcia event 

was shared. 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business before the Byron Municipal Advisory Council, Chair Thuman adjourned the meeting at 

6:39 p.m. The next regularly scheduled Byron Municipal Advisory Council meeting is March 26th, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 

located at St. Anne’s Church, 2800 Camino Diablo, Byron, CA 94514.  

7



CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 24-1224 Agenda Date: 4/23/2024 Agenda #:

Advisory Board: Byron MAC
Subject: Presentation from the Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services
Presenters: Rick Kovar, Emergency Services Manager and Lorena Herrera, Senior Emergency Planning
Coordinator
Contact: Office of Emergency Services Staff  oes-staff@so.cccounty.us

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
RECEIVE Presentation from Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services on Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.
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Contra Costa
County

Presentation for Byron MAC on April 23, 2024

Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan
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Presentation
Overview

Part 1: Plan Overview

Part 2: County Hazards

Part 3: How to Prepare

Part 4: Get Involved

Contra Costa
County
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Local Hazard
Mitigation
Plan
The Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) is a 5-year
plan that sets the mitigation priorities for the County. 

Over 40 partners county wide are a part of this plan:
16 special districts. 20 special districts, and many
County Departments. 

Working with cities, special districts, and
county departments to identify priority
hazards in their jurisdictions.

identifying mitigation strategies for each
hazards identified.

asking the public for feedback on the plan.
Now that we have a draft, we want to hear
your comments!

Contra Costa
County

The planning process includes:
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County-Wide Hazards

Contra Costa
County

Natural Hazards  (Required)

Human-Caused / Technological
Hazards

Climate Change
Dam and Levee Failure
Drought
Earthquake
Flood

Cybersecurity Threats
Hazardous Materials Incidents
Utility Interruptions
Active Shooter Incidents
Terrorism

Landslide
Sea Level Rise (new)
Severe Weather
Tsunami
Wildfire
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Contra Costa
County

How to Prepare for Disasters
Preparing before a disaster can help you and your loved ones recover more quickly from a disaster.

Learn your
hazards

 Visit
myhazards.caloes.ca.gov 

Make a kit

Each member of your
household and pet should

have a kit.  

Practice your plan and
check your emergency kit

at least twice a year.

Practice
your plan
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Get Involved in the
Planning Process

Contra Costa
County

Read the plan! 

Comment!

Share what you learned!

Check the County Website on April 22,
2024 for more information.
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Contra Costa
County

Thank you!
For questions or comments  

contact:

OES Staff

oes-staff@so.cccounty.us
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 24-1225 Agenda Date: 4/23/2024 Agenda #:

Advisory Board: Byron MAC
Subject: APPROVE a date for the 2024 Byron Community Clean-up Day
Presenter: Claire Alaura

Information:

Potential dates for 2024 Byron Community Clean-up Day:

June 22

July 20, 27

October 5, 26

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
APPROVE a date for the 2024 Byron Community Clean-up in partnership with Mt. Diablo Resource Recovery.
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 24-1226 Agenda Date: 4/23/2024 Agenda #:

Advisory Board: Byron MAC
Subject:  RECEIVE Byron MAC March-April 2024 Correspondence

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
RECEIVE Byron MAC March-April 2024 Correspondence
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