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Project Purpose

• Identify opportunities to use different 
land use types in our county -
agricultural, working lands, urban,
suburban - to capture greenhouse gas
emissions from the atmosphere and 
store them in vegetation and soils

• Develop inventory of current county-
wide land-based carbon stocks

• Highlight potential climate smart land
management practices that could 
result in more carbon being stored in 
lands in our county

• Outline opportunities for grant funding 
and other resources
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Project Team

• Contra Costa County 
Department of Conservation
and Development

• Contra Costa Resource
Conservation District
(CCRCD)

• University of California
Cooperative Extension
(UCCE)

• Rincon Consultants

• Carbon Cycle Institute (CCI)
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Project Activities

• Engagement with community members, farmers, 
land managers (UCCE)

• Video (English and Spanish)

• Focus groups

• Survey

• Examine potential to store carbon on agricultural
lands (CCRCD)

• Countywide

• Specific farms

• Technical analysis countywide, all land types
(Rincon)

• Current potential

• Best land management and agricultural practices 
going forward

• Funding opportunities
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Engagement : Video, Survey, & Focus Groups

• PromotionalVideos in English &

Spanish@UCANR

• Survey (online)

• FocusGroups—in person & virtual
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Engagement: Key Findings

• Many say they are already doing economically 

feasible climate smart (CS) practices. 

• Maintain land that is currently used for agriculture 

for that purpose. 

• All affirmed a need for technical assistance. 

• UCCE and CCRCD are seen as important sources of expertise. 

• Economic incentives are essential for considering 

climate smart practices. 

• Urban farmers are impeded by lack of capital and land tenure. 

Photo: Ben W eise
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Agricultural Land Results

• Developed targets for
implementation by CCRCD Staff

• Ident if ied scenario for strategies with 
greatest ability to store carbon and be 
adopted by land managers

• Compost applicat ion

• Cover Cropping/Mulching

• Hedgerows/Windbreaks

• Ident if ied strategies with high
carbon sequestrat ion but  unknown
likelihood of adopt ion

• Alley Cropping

• Rangeland Riparian Restorat ion

Alley Cropped beans in an orchard in Durham, CA courtesy CSU 
Chico
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Carbon Stock Inventory 2021 – Countywide, all land use 

types
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Top Potential Sequest ration Practices
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Next Steps

• Accept the study.

• Consider developing a tree master plan. 

• Collaborate with partners to promote conservation, restoration, and 

sustainable management of natural and working lands by pursuing 

the actions named in the study. 

• Support the Contra Costa Fire Protection District in its work to 

improve woodland health and mitigate wildfire risk.

• Support other policies named in the study that protect the urban 

forest and increase urban tree cover, particularly in Impacted 

Communities. 

• Identify, facilitate, and support mechanisms to value and fund local 

carbon sequestration projects. 
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Thank you!
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APPENDIX

Measures and Actions
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Measures & Act ions

Rincon Consultants, Inc. 6/30 /2023 21

• Measures and actions define the specific policies,programs, 
and steps the County and its partners could implement to:
• assist in reaching the state and County’s 2045 carbonneutrality goal

• Increase the healthof the county’s lands and people
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Measures & Act ions
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Measures & Act ions
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Measures & Act ions
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Measures & Act ions
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