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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

CHILD CARE BULLETIN (CCB) NO. 26-02 
 
The purpose of this Child Care Bulletin (CCB) is to provide guidance to counties and 
child care and development contractors regarding changes enacted in Senate Bill (SB) 
792 (Chapter 234, Statutes of 2025) regarding new excused absence categories, state 
median income thresholds, and family fee exemptions.  
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CHILD CARE BULLETIN (CCB) NO. 26-02 
 
 
GUIDANCE TYPE: DIRECTIVE 
 
 
TO:  ALL CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT CONTRACTORS 
 
 
SUBJECT:  IMPLEMENTATION OF SENATE BILL (SB) 792  
 
 
APPLICABLE  
PROGRAMS:  CALIFORNIA ALTERNATIVE PAYMENT PROGRAMS (CAPP);  

MIGRANT ALTERNATIVE PAYMENT PROGRAMS (CMAP); 
GENERAL CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS; 
(CCTR); FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME EDUCATION NETWORKS 
(CFCC); MIGRANT CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS (CMIG); CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS (CHAN); 
CALIFORNIA WORK OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY TO 
KIDS (CALWORKS) TWO (C2AP), AND THREE (C3AP) 

 
 
REFERENCE: SENATE BILL (SB) 792 (CHAPTER 234, STATUTES OF 2025), 

WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE (WIC) SECTION 10213.5, 
WIC SECTION 10272,WIC SECTION 10291, 
TITLE 5 OF THE CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS (5CCR)   
SECTION 18066.5, 5 CCR SECTION 18092,  
5 CCR SECTION 18119, 5 CCR SECTION 18121,  
5 CCR SECTION 18122 

 
    
Purpose   
 
The purpose of this Child Care Bulletin (CCB) is to provide guidance to counties and 
child care and development contractors regarding changes enacted in Senate Bill (SB) 
792 (Chapter 234, Statutes of 2025), including a new definition of “Attendance” to 
expand the categories of excused absences, technical revision to policies related to 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB792
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=10213.5.&lawCode=WIC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=10272.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=10291.
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I1DEC9D50B1D111EC94D8C7234CEACE8C?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89a4c20000019a0d428ebedc086f11%3fppcid%3d0de5410633374337a782b10b770e3a0a%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI1DEC9D50B1D111EC94D8C7234CEACE8C%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=5&t_T2=18066.5&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I1DEC9D50B1D111EC94D8C7234CEACE8C?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89a4c20000019a0d428ebedc086f11%3fppcid%3d0de5410633374337a782b10b770e3a0a%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI1DEC9D50B1D111EC94D8C7234CEACE8C%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=5&t_T2=18066.5&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I47AE11F34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29&navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad7140a0000015f8bc2f7ebecacd224%3Fppcid%3D70f14b96e36845d49978cc74e36841f6%26Nav%3DREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI47AE11F34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3D81%26transitionType%3DSearchItem%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3DSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=95&t_querytext=CR%28%22REGISTER%202017%22%20%2B3%2034%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I482A6DE34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89c4f30000019a12e4df24f2a9007f%3fppcid%3d24c6ba3658704b7984eb10a593bf1f7c%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI482A6DE34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=5&t_T2=18119&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I483480034C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a8980290000019a12e5982fbeae3854%3fppcid%3da914e0107366499aa5c97c1647799ae6%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI483480034C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=5&t_T2=18121&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I4837B4534C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89a4c20000019a12e6353edc0a714a%3fppcid%3d9f74572455ba43ac921bd424f69f40b8%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI4837B4534C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=5&t_T2=18122&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB792
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state median income (SMI), and extension of the family fee exemptions for vulnerable 
populations.  
 
 
Background 
 
On October 1, 2025, the Governor signed SB 792, which included amendments to three 
separate sections in Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) effective January 1, 2026. The 
first amendment updated the definition of “attendance” for purposes of reimbursement, 
found in WIC Section 10213.5, to include medical and education appointments as an 
excused absence category. It also ensured that, for the purposes of reimbursement, a 
child care and development contractor can claim attendance for days that the contractor 
or provider is required to hold a space for a child during the period that a family is 
assumed to have “abandoned care” or is engaging in the appeal process based on 
disenrollment for abandoning care.  

SB 792 also revised income eligibility threshold for CalWORKs Stage 3 child care 
services in WIC 10272 from 70% to 85% of the state median income (SMI), adjusted for 
family size. Under current law WIC 10272 states a threshold of 70% and the statute was 
not amended to reflect the change in the SMI threshold from 70% to 85%, enacted by 
AB 2626 (Chapter 945, Statutes of 2018). This policy change is technical revision to 
update WIC 10272 to align with all other child care and development programs income 
eligibility thresholds.   
 
Finally, SB 792 amended WIC section 10291 to extend the exemption period for family 
fees up to 24 months for neglected or abused children who are recipients of child 
protective services, or children who have been identified as being abused, neglected, or 
exploited, or are at risk of being neglected, abused, or exploited upon written referral 
from a legal, medical, or social services agency. Current law only allows this exemption 
for 12 months, which has caused a burden to families when they need to secure a 
referral mid eligibility period or begin to pay their family fee.  

 
Guidance 
 
Policy #1 – Related to Attendance 
 
Beginning January 1, 2026, when tracking attendance, medical and educational 
appointments shall now be counted as an excused absence. Examples of medical and 
educational appointments include: a well-child visit, medical follow-up appointments, 
dental appointments, an Individualized Education Program (IEP), an Individualized 
Family Service Plan (IFSP) meeting, educational screenings or assessments, or student 
study/success team (SST) meetings. According to Title 5 of the California Code of 
Regulations (5 CCR) Section 18066, direct services contractors must update their 
policies and inform families of these changes. Additionally, beginning January 1, 2026, if 
a family has abandoned care, the days in which a child is absent are to be considered 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB792
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=10213.5.&lawCode=WIC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB792
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=10272.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=10272.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB2626
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB792
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=10291.
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I46B644734C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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excused absences, as well as the days in which the family is engaging in the appeal 
process pursuant to 5 CCR Sections 18119, 18121, and 18122(b).  
Note: Abandonment of Care policies can be referenced at 5 CCR Section 18066.5 
 
Policy #2 – Related to State Median Income 
 
Beginning January 1, 2026, WIC 10272 was updated to change the maximum income 
threshold for CalWORKs Stage 3 child care from 70% to 85%. This change will align 
Stage 3 with all other child care and development programs.  
 
Policy #3 – Related to Family Fee Exemptions 
 
Beginning January 1, 2026, contractors may exempt family fees for children who are 
recipients of child protective services, or children who are at risk of being neglected or 
abused, upon written referral from a legal, medical, or social services agency for up to 
24 months.  

Note: In accordance with 5 CCR 18092, the referral must be dated with six (6) months 
of the date the application for services is signed.  

This policy change applies to the following child care and development contractors: 
 

• General Child Care and Development (CCTR) 
• Migrant Child Care and Development (CMIG) 
• Family Child Care Home Education Networks (CFCC) 
• California Alternative Payment Program (CAPP) 
• Migrant Alternative Payment Program (CMAP) 
• California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids Stage 2 (C2AP) 
• California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids Stage 3 (C3AP) 

 
 
If you are a contractor and have any questions regarding the information in this letter, 
contact your assigned Program Quality and Improvement Branch Consultant.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document Signed By 
 
LUPE JAIME-MILEHAM, EdD 
Deputy Director 
Child Care and Development Division 
 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I482A6DE34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89c4f30000019a12e4df24f2a9007f%3fppcid%3d24c6ba3658704b7984eb10a593bf1f7c%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI482A6DE34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=5&t_T2=18119&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I483480034C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a8980290000019a12e5982fbeae3854%3fppcid%3da914e0107366499aa5c97c1647799ae6%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI483480034C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=5&t_T2=18121&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I4837B4534C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89a4c20000019a12e6353edc0a714a%3fppcid%3d9f74572455ba43ac921bd424f69f40b8%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI4837B4534C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=5&t_T2=18122&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I1DEC9D50B1D111EC94D8C7234CEACE8C?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89a4c20000019a0d428ebedc086f11%3fppcid%3d0de5410633374337a782b10b770e3a0a%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI1DEC9D50B1D111EC94D8C7234CEACE8C%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=5&t_T2=18066.5&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=10272.
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I47AE11F34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29&navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad7140a0000015f8bc2f7ebecacd224%3Fppcid%3D70f14b96e36845d49978cc74e36841f6%26Nav%3DREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI47AE11F34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3D81%26transitionType%3DSearchItem%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3DSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=95&t_querytext=CR%28%22REGISTER%202017%22%20%2B3%2034%29
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/child-care-and-development/child-care-and-development-contacts
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