
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Members Present: Carlos Agurto (Secretary), Susan Heckly, Jutta Burger, Michele Mancuso, Matt 
Slattengren (for Gabe Chan), Kimberly Hazard, Thomas Fenster 
 
Members Absent: Susanna Thompson (Chair) Andrew Sutherland, Chris Lau, Roxana Lucero 
 
Staff Present: Wade Finlinson  

 1. Convene and introductions 
Acting in the Chair role, Carlos Agurto called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM.   

 2. Public comment on items not on this agenda 
None 
 

3. Consider approval of the January 16, 2025 Integrated Pest Management Advisory 
Committee meeting minutes 
A motion was made and seconded (SH/JB) to approve the minutes as written. 
Ayes:, Heckly, Mancuso, Burger, Hazard, Agurto 
Noes: None 
Abstain: Slattengren 
Absent: Sutherland, Fenster, Lucero, Lau, Thompson 
 
Public Speakers: None  
 
Thomas Fenster arrived at 10:08 AM, prior to item #4. 
 

4. Receive a presentation on pesticides measured in indoor dust from child care centers in 
Northern California 
Dr. Kimberly Hazard presented the attached slides and answered questions from Committee 
members and staff.   
 
A motion was made and seconded (MM/SH) to accept the slide presentations for item #4 and 
#5 as part of the record. 
Ayes:, Heckly, Mancuso, Burger, Hazard, Fenster, Agurto, Slattengren. 
Noes: None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: Sutherland, Lucero, Lau, Thompson 
 
Public Speakers: None 
 

DRAFT Minutes 
 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY INTEGRATED PEST 
MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

An Advisory Body to the Board of Supervisors 

March 20, 2025 
10:00 AM 

 

Held at the Agriculture Department Office, 2380 Bisso Lane in 
Concord and the Office of Supervisor John Gioia, 11780 San Pablo 

Avenue, Suite D, in El Cerrito. 
 
 

 



2  DRAFT IPM Advisory Committee Minutes 
  March 20, 2025 
 

5. Discuss the formation of this year’s subcommittees and advise on potential goals, 
objectives, and other areas of focus for each one. 
The Committee reviewed the IPM Coordinator’s proposed subcommittee assignments and 
work plans.  Committee members provided additional feedback. No formal action was taken.  
For 2025, the subcommittees will be comprised as follows: 
 
Decision-Making Subcommittee: Carlos Agurto (Chair), Susanna Thompson, Andrew 
Sutherland, Gabe Chan, Chris Lau 
 
IPM Training Subcommittee:  Michele Mancuso (Chair), Susan Heckly, Carlos Agurto, Roxana 
Lucero, Ivan Godwyn (Ag. Department)  
 
Nature-based Solutions Subcommittee:  Thomas Fenster (Chair), Jutta Burger, Susanna 
Thompson, incoming Sustainability Commission representative, applicable representative from 
Public Works or Ag. Department 

 Public speakers: None 

 6. Receive updates and announcements from Committee members and staff 
The following updates were provided: 

• The IPM Coordinator reported on his attendance at recent seminars that included the  
International IPM Symposium in San Diego, and local events pertaining to vertebrate 
pest management and rangeland science. 

• Carlos Agurto announced pending updates to the approved pesticide list for facilities, 
and highlighted attendance at the International IPM Symposium and Vertebrate Pest 
Conference seminar in Walnut Creek.  He also provided an update on ground squirrel 
trapping and fumigation efforts. 

• The Agriculture department has hired three Weed and Vertebrate Technicians this year 
instead of the usual two. 

• Multiple organizations recently teamed up to submit a grant application to restore the 
Alameda/Contra Costa Weed Management Area (WMA).  Grant results are expected to 
be announced in June. 

Public Speakers: None 

7. Recommend future agenda items 
The next meeting of the full Committee is scheduled for September 18, 2025. 
 
Public Speakers: None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:53 AM. 
 
 
Attachments:  
                  Pesticides measured in indoor dust from child care centers in N. California 

Item #5 staff report presentation slides 
 
 
 

—end of meeting minutes— 
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March 20, 2025 Meeting of the 
Integrated Pest Management 
Advisory Committee (IPMAC)
Item #5
DISCUSS the formation of this year’s subcommittees and
ADVISE on potential goals, objectives, and other areas 
of focus for each one.

1

2

• IPM Decision-Making Subcommittee
• IPM Training Subcommittee
• A new subcommittee to review potential overlap

with IPM practices and nature-based climate
solutions (NBS Subcommittee).

• Potentially reconvene an IPM Outreach
Subcommittee.

2025 IPMAC Subcommittees



3

Description: Create and revise documentation that 
transparently depicts the rationale for pest 
management decisions within County operations and 
make recommendations for operational refinement.

IPM Decision-Making Subcommittee

4

Proposed composition: 
• Carlos Agurto (Chair)
• Susanna Thompson
• Andrew Sutherland
• Chris Lau
• Gabe Chan

IPM Decision-Making Subcommittee
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Background: This is the only standing IPMAC 
subcommittee.  The work of this body grew out of 
community advocacy for County departments to 
consider alternatives to chemical controls and to be 
transparent about how pest-related decisions are made.

IPM Decision-Making Subcommittee

6

Draft goals/objectives for 2025
1. Revise ground squirrel decision document.
2. Review commensal rodent and gopher

documents.
3. Review grazing documents
4. Consider alternate formats for the IPM Decision

Tree to encourage greater adoption.

IPM Decision-Making Subcommittee
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Potential collaborators: 
University of California Cooperative Extension subject 
matter experts, East Bay Regional Parks, Contra Costa 
Water District, East Bay Municipal Utility District, 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, 
various reclamation districts, CA Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, CA Division of Water Resources, and other 
applicable representatives.

IPM Decision-Making Subcommittee

8

Description: Advise the IPM Coordinator in developing 
training programs to ensure that County employees 
and contracted service providers understand IPM 
techniques and County policy.

IPM Training Subcommittee
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Proposed composition: 
• Michele Mancuso (Chair)
• Susan Heckly
• Carlos Agurto
• Roxana Lucero
• Ag. Dept Representative

IPM Training Subcommittee

10

Background: The County IPM Policy states that “The IPM 
Advisory Committee will also work with the County IPM 
Coordinator to develop IPM training programs for 
County Departments, their employees, and applicable 
vendors and contractors to assist in compliance with the 
County’s IPM Policy.”  This subcommittee initially met in 
2023 and is looking to reconvene in regular intervals in 
2025.

IPM Training Subcommittee
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Draft goals/objectives for 2025
1. Identify IPM training mandates
2. Review the quality of existing programs
3. Evaluate cost data for existing programs
4. Identify areas for improvement and project 

associated costs

IPM Training Subcommittee

12

Potential collaborators: 
County Risk Management, applicable staff from 
Agriculture/Weights & Measures Department, Public 
Works Department administrative staff, existing trainers 
and Agricultural Pest Control Advisors (PCA) under 
contract with Public Works, County Human Resources, 
Contra Costa Television, and others as applicable.

IPM Training Subcommittee
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Description: Research applicable land management 
practices whose co-benefits may include pest 
prevention, cultural pest management controls, 
carbon storage in healthy soils, runoff prevention, 
improved range lands and other elements of 
heightened stewardship. 

NBS Subcommittee
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Proposed composition: 
• Tommy Fenster (Chair)
• Jutta Burger
• Susanna Thompson
• incoming Sustainability 

Commission Representative
• applicable representative from the 

Public Works or Agriculture 
Departments

NBS Subcommittee
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Background: The first purpose of the County IPM Policy 
and IPMAC is to “Minimize risks and maximize benefits 
to the general public, staff and the environment as a 
result of pest control activities conducted by County 
staff and contractors”  Additional Contra Costa County 
documents that promote these practices include the 
2024 Climate Action and Adaptation Plan Update and 
Healthy Lands, Healthy People: A Carbon Sequestration 
Feasibility Study. 

NBS Subcommittee
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Draft goals/objectives for 2025
1. Identify NBS practices that overlap with IPM 

strategies
2. Identify County parcels that could benefit from 

these practices
3. Evaluate cost/benefit projections for potential 

pilot demonstrations
4. Make recommendations for implementation.

NBS Subcommittee
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Potential collaborators: 
Contra Costa Resource Conservation District, researchers 
from Galindo Creek Field Station at the Concord Campus 
of California State University East Bay, Green 
Government Group (G3) champions from 
Agriculture/Weights & Measures & Public Works 
Departments, UC system experts, StopWaste, Civicorps, 
and other similar institutions.

NBS Subcommittee
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Description: Promote IPM principles within Contra 
Costa County and the broader region. 

IPM Outreach Subcommittee
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Proposed composition: 
• TBD pending IPMAC action

IPM Outreach Subcommittee
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Background: One goal of the County IPM Policy is to 
“Create public awareness of IPM through education”  
IPMAC previously convened a subcommittee on IPM 
outreach in 2017 and 2018.  One result of that effort 
included the development and circulation of articles 
that promoted IPM awareness and encouraged IPM 
practices in a variety of settings.

IPM Outreach Subcommittee
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Draft goals/objectives for 2025
1. Evaluate existing IPM outreach resources
2. Identify gaps in the availability of locally-relevant 

information
3. Produce materials or recommendations that 

enhance the circulation of related information to 
fill those gaps.

IPM Outreach Subcommittee
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Potential collaborators: 
UC Cooperative Extension/Master Gardeners, Our Water 
Our World partners, communications personnel from 
applicable County departments, and others identified by 
the subcommittee.

IPM Outreach Subcommittee
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Staff recommends that IPMAC members provide 
feedback and suggest modifications to the above 
information.  It is also recommended to postpone 
consideration of forming an outreach subcommittee 
until the September meeting.  IPMAC members are also 
encouraged to identify what information the IPM 
Coordinator can provide at the respective kickoff of each 
subcommittee that will help achieve desired aims.

Staff Recommendations

Presenter: Wade Finlinson
Contact: 925.655.3214
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