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Implementing the Delta Plan
• Covered action authority
• Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee
• Performance measures

Amending the Delta Plan
• Setting priorities for state investment in Delta levees
• Promoting options for water management
• Weaving together a plan for ecosystem enhancement

Connecting decision-makers with the best science

• Synthesis, peer review, identifying and funding high-
priority science

Council Role and Activities

Legal DeltaSuisun 
Marsh

Bethel Island



Council Climate and TEJ Initiatives

Build a network of 
community leaders

Identify environmental 
justice issues

Identify options to 
address those issues

Adaptation
Plan

Vulnerability 
Assessment

Delta Adapts Tribal and EJ Issue Paper



• 22 extreme heat 
days per year on 
average

• More unhealthy 
ozone days

Heat stress on 
landscapes and 
ecosystems

By 2050, increased temperatures in 
Bethel Island will lead to:

Increased cooling 
costs for homes 
and businesses

$



Increase the size and severity 
of remote wildfires, which will…

Increase the frequency and 
duration of poor air quality 
days

By 2050, increased temperatures and 
more frequent droughts will:



• Text Tex

deltascience.shinyapps.io/delta_flood_map/



“Everything is 
connected. When you 
change one thing, it will 

change another. We 
must use that 

intersection to build 
[broader] community 
with groups that are 

not explicitly focused 
on the issue at 

hand.”

Environmental Justice Issues

(Systems map showing distributive EJ issues and 
interconnectivity)



Key vulnerabilities / issues relevant to Bethel Island

Key EJ issues

Wildfire: Bethel Island will likely experience 
more poor air quality events due to 
increased frequency and severity of remote 
wildfires. 

Key climate vulnerabilities

Extreme heat: By mid-century, Bethel 
Island is projected to experience an average 
of 22 extreme heat days per year. 

• Flood risk, adaptive capacity, & levee 
investments: Concerns about development in 
flood-vulnerable areas, ability of vulnerable 
residents to evacuate and recover, & the need for 
levee improvements.

• Drinking water quality & affordability: Concerns 
about those reliant on small water systems or 
domestic wells lacking capacity to adequately treat 
their water.

• Recreation & outdoor/greenspace access: Bethel 
Island is among the Delta communities in which the 
percentage of the population residing within ½ mile 
of a park/open space is lower than the statewide 
average.

Increased flood risk: The risk of flooding is 
expected to increase with climate change.



Regional-level adaptation strategies

Agriculture Strategies: Ecosystem Strategies:



Regional-level adaptation strategies continued

Water Supply Strategies: Flood Risk Reduction Strategies:



Stakeholder 
Input

• Technical focus groups
• Community organizations
• Environmental justice 

expert group
• Farmers & landowners
• Delta Residents Survey
• Tribes

Vulnerability 
Assessment 
Findings

Physical 
Strategies

Management 
Strategies

land use scenarios 
for ecosystem, 
agriculture, and flood 
protection

water supply reliability, 
water quality, flood 
protection

Adaptation 
Needs

• Meet Delta Plan 
restoration targets

• Resilient agriculture
• Water supply 

reliability
• Flood protection
• Community 

well-being

Adaptation 
Plan

• Regional differences
• Responsible entities
• Short-term priorities
• Funds needed

• More flooding will occur
• Less reliable Delta exports
• Episodic water quality 

declines for in-Delta users
• Increased loss and stress 

on ecosystems
• More 

frequent/severe wildfires 
leading to hazardous AQ 
conditions

• Decreased agricultural 
yields

Delta Adapts Adaptation Plan



Discussion Questions

• What are your initial reactions to the information 
presented?

• Are there other concerns or priorities related to climate 
change & EJ in Bethel Island that you'd like to see 
reflected in the final Adaptation Plan and/or TEJ issue 
paper?



Thank you!

@deltastewardshipcouncil

Delta Stewardship Council

@DeltaCouncil

@deltastewardshipcouncil

Subscribe to the 
Council’s listserv to 
receive updates at 
rb.gy/kzlhz4

climat echange@delt acouncil.ca.gov

Scan the QR code to visit the 
Council’s EJ webpage: 
deltacouncil.ca.gov/environmental-
justice

Scan the QR code to visit the 
Delta Adapts webpage: 
deltacouncil.ca.gov/delta-
plan/climate-change
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