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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
Notice of Exemption 

 

 
To:  Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 

State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

From: Contra Costa County  
Department of Conservation and 
Development 
30 Muir Road 
Martinez, CA 94553 

  County Clerk, County of Contra Costa   

Project Title: Contra Costa Regional Medical Center Cafeteria Replacement, Project No. WW1068,  
CP#26-05 

Project Applicant: Contra Costa County Public Works Department, 255 Glacier Drive, Martinez, CA 94553, 
(925) 313-2000; Contact: Christian Montoya, (925) 313-2176, 
Christian.Montoya@pw.cccounty.us  

Project Location: 2500 Alhambra Avenue, Martinez, CA 94553; APN: 372-191-022 

Lead Agency: 
Contact Person: 

Department of Conservation and Development, 30 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 94553 
Syd Sotoodeh (925) 655-2877 syd.sotoodeh@dcd.cccounty.us  

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The California Department of Health Care Access 
and Information (HCAI) requires that all general acute hospital buildings must meet non-structural performance 
category (NPC) 5 standards by January 1, 2030. The purpose of this project is to comply with NPC-5 standards by 
replacing the existing two-story cafeteria with a new, more earthquake-resistant, three-story cafeteria at the 
Contra Costa Regional Medical Center (CCRMC) campus. The project is necessary because the existing Cafeteria 
and Ward E buildings were built in the early 1950s and do not meet current NPC standards mandated by HCAI. 
The project proposes to fully demolish the existing Ward E building and partially demolish the existing Cafeteria 
building, which would remove approximately 25,600 square feet of floor area. The new South Wing Cafeteria 
building will be constructed on the CCRMC campus, roughly within the footprint of the existing Ward E building 
and the demolished portion of the existing cafeteria and add approximately 38,200 square feet of floor area. 
Additional exterior features will include adding pedestrian walkways, landscaping, new specimen trees, 
bioretention planters, hardscaping, as well as furniture. Associated water, sewer, electrical, steam, storm drain, 
and telecommunication utility extensions are needed to connect existing utility lines located between the 
Martinez Health Center building and main CCRMC building to the new South Wing Cafeteria building. Natural 
gas lines will be omitted from this all-electric building. Tree and vegetation trimming and removal will be required; 
the project anticipates removal of approximately 25 landscape trees. A temporary traffic control system will be 
implemented consisting of valet parking for patients, a shuttle service to off-site parking for hospital staff and 
construction workers, and traffic control for deliveries to the hospital and construction site. Appropriate Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) for water pollution control will be implemented during construction. Hazardous 
materials including asbestos containing materials and lead containing paint and materials have been identified 
in the existing Ward E building. All hazardous materials will be abated prior to demolition in compliance with 
applicable regulations. Applicable environmental permits will be obtained, and hazardous building materials will 
be properly disposed of off-site. The project would comply with the current California Green Building Standards 
(CALGreen) Code as required by HCAI and is anticipated to achieve Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) Silver standards. Construction is anticipated to begin in November 2026 and take approximately 
2.5 years.  

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Contra Costa County  

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Contra Costa County Public Works Department  

Exempt Status: 

 Ministerial Project (Sec. 21080[b][1]; 15268)  Categorical Exemption (Sec. 15302[a] and 
15303[d]) 

 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080[b][3]; 15269[a])  General Rule of Applicability (Sec. 15061[b][3]) 

 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080[b][4]; 15269[b][c])  Other Statutory Exemption (Sec.          ) 

Reason why project is exempt: The proposed project is exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15302[a] 
because the proposed cafeteria replacement occurs at an existing hospital campus, on the same site as the 
existing cafeteria, and the new cafeteria would not result in a substantial increase in capacity (e.g. not more than 
50 percent); and 15303(d) because the installation of new utility extensions (water, sewer, electrical, steam, storm 
drain, and telecommunication) are of reasonable length and only necessary to serve the proposed project. In 
accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2, no exception to the exemptions applies.  
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Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.  Date Received for filing at LCI:   
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. Form Revised 2025  

If filed by applicant: 

 1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 

 2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes   No 

Signature:  Title:  Date:  
 Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development 
  Signed by Lead Agency  Signed by Applicant 

 
Applicant Department of Fish and Wildlife Fees Due 

Contra Costa County Public Works Department  De Minimis Finding - $0 

255 Glacier Drive   County Clerk - $50 

Martinez, CA 94553 
Attn: Christian Montoya 
Environmental Services Division 

 Conservation and Development - $25 

(925) 313-2176 Total Due: 
 

 Receipt #:  

 

Senior Planner April 2, 2026
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