ADVISORY BODY ANNUAL REPORT|
Advisory Body Name: Contra Costa County Planning Commission

AdViSOFy BOdy Meeting Time/Location:; 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month at 6:30 pm/30 Muir Road, Martinez
Chair (during the reporting period): Kevin Van Buskirk

Staff Person (during the reporting period):  Ruben Hernandez

Reporting Period: January 2025 - December 2025

I. Activities (estimated response length: 1/2 page)

Describe the activities for the past year including areas of study, work, special events,
collaborations, etc.

The County Planning Commission exercises all powers and duties prescribed by law
(statute, ordinance or board order), including consideration of matters referred to it by
the zoning administrator except those powers and duties specifically reserved or
delegated to other divisions of the planning agency; initiates preparation of general
plans, specific plans, regulations, programs and legislation to implement the planning
power of the county; is generally responsible for advising the legislative body of matters
relating to planning, which, in the opinion of the commission, should be studied,; is the
advisory agency as designated in Title 9 of the County Code for the purpose of passing
on subdivisions; hears and decides all applications or requests for proposed
entitlements estimated to generate one hundred or more peak hour trips unless
otherwise provided by the code or board order; and hears and makes recommendations
regarding proposed development agreements when it is hearing the related project
applications being processed concurrently with the development agreements.

I1. Accomplishments (estimated response length: 1/2 page)

Describe the accomplishments for the past year, particularly in reference to your work plan and
objectives.

The County Planning Commission made decisions and recommendations to the Board
of Supervisors on 7 projects in the calendar year 2025. The Commission made
recommendations to the Board of Supervisors on general plan amendments, rezonings,
major subdivision, minor subdivisions, development plans, in the Alamo, Bethel Island,
Discovery Bay, El Sobrante, Kensington, Lafayette, Livermore, Moraga, Oakley, San
Pablo, and Walnut Creek area. In addition, they made decisions on land use permits,
variances and tree permits.
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I11. Attendance/Representation (estimated response length: 1/4 page)
Describe your membership in terms of seat vacancies, diversity, level of participation, and
frequency of achieving a quorum at meetings.

The County Planning Commission consists of seven members. There is one
commissioner nominated from each of the five Supervisorial Districts and two are
nominated as at large members. The Board of Supervisors appoints the nominees. The
term for a County Planning Commissioner is four years. There were 20 scheduled
meetings. The Planning Commission met 13 times at which a quorum was always
present. There were 7 cancelled meetings due to lack of agenda items.

IV. Training/Certification (estimated response length: 1/4 page)
Describe any training that was provided or conducted, and any certifications received, either as a

requirement or done on an elective basis by members. NOTE: Please forward copies of any
training certifications to the Clerk of the Board.

Commissioners were previously provided with a copy of the Advisory Body Handbook
and were requested to view two training videos titled, “The Brown Act and Better
Government Ordinance — What You Need to Know as a Commission, Board, or
Committee Member” and “Ethics Orientation for County Officials.”

V. Proposed Work Plan/Objectives for Next Year (estimated response length: 1/2 page)

Describe the advisory body's workplan, including specific objectives to be achieved in the
upcoming year.

The work plan and objectives for 2026 are the same as the Commission
Activities/Purpose statement.
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