Chapter 4 -

RESILIENT COMMUNITIES AND NATURAL INFRASTRUCTURE (NI)

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY WILL INCREASE RESILIENCE TO CLIMATE HAZARDS AND
FOSTER COMMUNITY HEALTH.

Most of the strategies for Resilient Communities and Natural
Infrastructure are not associated with GHG emissions savings. NI-4
is included here because it both contributes significantly to the
County's resilience efforts and results in measurable GHG emissions
reductions. See Chapter 5 for a detailed description of other
strategies that fall under this goal.

NI-4: Sequester carbon on natural and working lands in Contra Costa
County.

This strategy increases opportunities to store carbon through natural carbon sequestration
on public and private lands, increased tree planting by the County and public and private
partners, and installation of green infrastructure. Additional actions pertaining to tree
planting are in strategy NI-5 in Chapter 5.

2030 2045
GHG emissions reduction (Absolute MTCO2¢) 22,630 88,910
Strategy NI-4 Co-benefits:
Enhanced recreation opportunities Greater community resilience Improved air quality

Increased economic

Improved public health opportunities

Increased resilience to pests
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! 4. Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Strategy

Strategy NI-4 Actions:

Pursue implementation of recommendations from
the carbon sequestration feasibility study, Healthy Healthy Lands, Healthy
Lands, Healthy People. People

Continue to support and work with key partners to Contra Costa County completed a
maintain existing and establish new pilot programs B AS e VAN ZERT RS (o)/o)e

for carbon sequestration on agricultural land. how agriculture, parks, gardens,
Promote regenerative agricultural and landscaping and open space in the county
techniques that incorporate cover crops, mulching, could be used to sequester carbon
compost application, field borders, alley cropping, and support carbon neutrality
conservation crop rotation, prescribed grazing, and efforts. The study is funded by a
reduced tillage to promote healthy soil and soil grant from the California
conservation. (Supported by COS-P2.12) Department of Conservation. Its
Support soil conservation and restoration findings have informed

programs. Encourage agricultural landowners to quantification assumptions for
work with agencies such as the USDA's NRCS and Strategy NI-4. Implementation of
Contra Costa RCD to reduce erosion and soil loss. the recommendations in this study

(COS-P2.11) will inform future updates of this

Coordinate with farming groups, ranchers, the 2024 CAAP.
Contra Costa Resource Conservation District, and
the University of California Cooperative Extension to identify and promote varieties of
feedstock, livestock, and crops that are resilient to rising temperatures and changing
precipitation patterns and that increase carbon sequestration.

Explore ways to increase carbon sequestration on County-owned properties.

Partner with regional landowners and agencies to establish local carbon sequestration
programs and incentives.

Consider the development of carbon offset protocols and guidance to provide technical
support to applicants and County permitting staff to promote appropriate natural
sequestration on natural and developed lands.

Ensure that any local or regional carbon sequestration program that the County
establishes, promotes, supports, or joins demonstrates benefits to unincorporated
communities that face environmental justice issues.

Explore the potential for the public to support tree planting and maintenance of existing
trees. (Supported by COS-P6.2)
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* Establish a mechanism to support expanded tree planting and maintenance activities,
particularly in areas with few trees.

* Support protection, restoration, and enhancement of creeks, wetlands, marshes,
sloughs, and tidelands, and emphasize the role of these features in climate change
resilience, air and water quality, and wildlife habitat. (COS-P5.1)

* Inventory wetlands, floodplains, marshlands,
natural watercourses, riparian corridors, and
adjacent lands that could potentially support
climate adaptation (through flood management, Climate resilience districts are
filtration, or other beneficial ecosystem services) special districts that can raise and
and mitigation (e.g., carbon sequestration). (COS-
A5.1)

Climate Resilience Districts

allocate money to fund projects

and operations that address

* Encourage and support conservation of natural climate change adaptation efforts,
lands outside the urban limit line in the such as those to help protect
unincorporated county. against sea level rise, wildfire, and

= Explore new funding and financing opportunities drought. They have the authority
for climate adaptation and resilience projects, to establish special taxes,
including the creation of a Climate Resilience assessments, or other charges.
District, issuance of bonds—including bonds that Local governments may establish
can be marketed as “green bonds” -- as a potential climate resilience districts under

financing mechanism, and similar opportunities. Assembly Bill 852, adopted in

* Require that any mitigation of air quality impacts 2022.
occur on-site to the extent feasible to provide the
greatest benefit to residents in unincorporated communities. For mitigation that relies
on offsets, require that the offsets be obtained from sources as near to the project site
as possible or from sources that would improve air quality in an Impacted Community. If
the project site is within or adjacent to an Impacted Community, require offsets or
mitigation within that community unless determined infeasible by the County. (HS-P1.6)
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