CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
2026 Child Care Needs Assesment
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Summary Brief
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of licensed seats

69,137

children ages 0-5
in Contra Costa (2025).
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expected decrease in

5-year old population
by 2035.

Estimated Vacancy Rate by

Provider Type

FCC homes
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Centers (infant/toddler)
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Centers (preschool)
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FCC homes are a key activation
opportunity for infants and
after hour care.

Waitlist Shift 2022-2026
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Unmet demand has moved sharply
toward the youngest children.

Eligible Children in
Subsidized Care

@
served

Preschool
61% unmet
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served

Infant/toddler
91 % unmet
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Office of Education

Contra Costa County

learn « lead

achieve

LIPC

Local Planning & Advisory Council
for Early Care & Education

y



_

EARLY LEARNING
WORKFORCE: SKILLED
BUT UNDERVALUED

* 4,000 educators - predominantly women of color,
many bilingual.

e Center teachers on average earn $6,300 less/yr
than TK-12 teachers and FCC providers $16,500
less/yr.

* 95% of centers reported staff turnover (2021-23).

* Many educators rely on CalFresh and Medi-Cal to
meet basic needs.

e 159 certified Quality Matters sites serving 4,722
children.

e $29.7 Million Head Start/Early Head Start award
for Contra Costa.

e The First 5 wage-enhancement pilot drew
applications far beyond available slots.

e Licensed facilities grew from 1,118 in 2023 to

1,182 in 2026, and FCC homes increased 7.4%.

FAMILY VOICE:
MIXED DELIVERY 2025

PARENT SURVEY (N=263)
“”It is a patchwork of family, |
friends, and paid child care

that can crumble in a

thousand tiny ways at any time.”
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e 84% name cost as
the #1 barrier.

e 61% want non-traditional
hours.

'
e 30% cited limited - 3
availability, especially for '

infants and toddlers.
-
e 17% wanted bilingual @ —
or multicultural care. N

Care Requests by Age
Jan 2025-Jan 2026
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e Hispanic/Latino children make up 36% of all children ages 0-5.

e East County is projected to see continued population growth.

* 6,136 children ages 0-5 have an IFSP or IEP, and inclusive preschool
spaces remain scarce.

e About 40% of residents speak a language other than English at home.
Spanish, Farsi, and Mandarin are the top three languages spoken by
kindergarteners.

* 11.6% of young children live in poverty.
® 34% are on Medi-Cal, 24% receive CalFresh, and 7% are in CalWORKSs households.
» Self-sufficiency requires $182,895 per year for a family of four, and child care alone accounts for $43,396.

PRIORITY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICYMAKERS
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Sources: Contra Costa County 2026 Child Care Needs Assessment | CocoKids (Feb 2026) | First 5 Contra Costa Early Childhood Systems Map
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